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JOURNAL 



OF THE 



Mississippi STATE CONVENTION. 



,MONPAY/Makch 25, 1801. 

In .obe<1iVnce to t!e pro^ra-nation of the lion. W. S. 
Barrv^ I^re$i e It of the Convention of the State oC^MisMs- 
siplii. tlio Convention re-a?sombl<*d at iho Hall of th« Hou^e 
of Ropicpontative/*. in tlie eity of Jiiekson, ^hi.^ day, at I J 
o'clock. M., J»n(l wa.« called to order by the i*ror<ident. 

Upon a call of the roll fifty nine nn mbcM\s anhwered to 
their names. 

A quorum being pre?ent, the Convention proceeded to 
businev^s. 

The Coaventioa being informed that F. A. Pope, Esq., 
the Secretary, was detained by sickness and would not be 
present. 
0—2 
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Mr. Tison moved that the Oonvention go into a new 
election, and put in nomination W. W. Hnmphreys, of 
Colnmbns. 

Mr. Brooke nominated Mr. E. P. Russell, of Jackson. 

On motion of Mr. Dyer, the election was postponed until 
to-morrow. 

The President preaBnted^to Jj^e^Conyeation the following 
communication fronilhiHoh..]koyeIit7bbb, President of 
the Convention of the Confederate States : 

Convention op the Conpedebatb* States op America,) 

Montgomery, Alabama, > 

^ March 12th, 1861. ) 

Hon. W. S. Barry, , 

jAoasoN, Mississippi:— 

Sir : I herewith transmit to you a certified copy of the 
Constitution of the Gonfefderate States of Amenca, as it 
wad finally adopted by tiie unanimous vote of the Conven- 
tion, to be placed before the Convention over which you 
preside for its approval and ratification. 

It will be seen that the Convention here have conformed 
to the general wish of the people of these States, in adopt- 
ing a Constitution upon the general principles of the Con- 
stitution of the United States. The departures from the 
provisions of that instrument have been suggested by the 
expmence of the past, and are intended to guard against 
the evils and dangers which led to the dissolution of the 
late Union. This Constitution is now submitted with con- 
fidence to the State Conventions for their aotioQ. 
RespeetfaUy, 

HOWELL COBB, 
President of Convention of C. 6L A. 
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CONSTITUTION 



OP THE. 



CONFEDERATE STATES. 



. We, the people of the Confederate States, eaqh State 
actiiigJiiitssovereig5i,andindepeiidgnt character, in order 
to form a pemjanent federal ■gov€|rnment, establidi justice, 
insure domestic tranquility and secure the blessings of liber- 
ty to ourselves and to our posterity — ^invoking the favor 
and guidance of Almigh^ God — do ordain and establish 
this Constitution for the Confederate States of America* . 

ARTICLE I. 

Section !• 

All legislative powers herein delegated shall be vested in 
a Congress of the Confederate States, which shall fconsist of 
a Senate and House of Representatives. 

Section 2. 

1. The House of Representatives shall be cozwosed of 
members chosen fevery second year by tiie people w the sev- 
eeal States ; and tiie electors in each State shall be citizens 
of the Confederate S&tes, and have the qualifications requi- 
site for electors of the most numerous branch of the State 
Le^slatnre ; but no person of foreign birth, not, a citizen of 
the Confederate States, shall be allowed t6 vote for any of- 
ficer, civil ot political. St&te or Fedewii. 

2. No pardon shall be a Bopres^^^ve, w!x#: idliall wt 
have attained the age of twlsi^tjr-fiteydat$,'diiS b^4. eitiaieii) 
of ihe Oonfedetate Stategi, tfud wWdmU lio'i; wb^:«le^;ed;^ 
be an inhabitant of that State in whidi he di^BJl be 
chosen. 

C~3 ^^ 
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3. BepresentatiyeB and Direct Taxes shall be apportioned 
among the sevQral States, which may be indnded within 
this Confederacy, according to their respective numbers, 
which shall be determined, by adding to the whole number 
of free person^ ipclu^i^g tl^ose bound to sendee for a term 
of years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three-Mths of all 
slaves. The actual enumeration shall be made within three 
years after the first meeting of the Congress of the Confed- 
erate States, and within every subsequent term of ten years, 
in such manner as they shall, by law, direct. The number 
of Representatives shall not exceed one for every fifty thau- > 
sand, but each State shall have at least one Itepresencative. ; } 
and until such enumeration shall be made, the State of South 
Carolina shall be entitled to choose six — ^the State of Geor- 
gia ten — the State of Alabama nine — the State of Florida 
two — the State of Mississippi seven — the State of Louisiana 
six, and the State of Texas six. 

4. When vacancies happen in the representation from any 
State, the Executive authority thereof shal^ issue writs of 
election to fill such vacancies. 

5. The House of Representatives shall choose their speak- 
er and officers ; and shallhave the sole power of impeach- 
ment ; except that any judicial or other lederal officer, resi- 
dent and acting solely within the limits of any Stajbe, may 
be impeached by a vote of two-thirds of both branches of 
the Legislature thereof. 

Sbotion 3. 

1. The Senate of the Confederate States shall be com- 
posed of two Senators from each State, chosen for six years 
by the Legislature thereof, at the regular session next im- 
mediately preceding the commencement of the term of ser- 
vice ; and each Senator shall have one vote. 

2. Immediately after th^ shall be assembled, i^ conse- 
quence of the first election-, they shall be divided as equally 
as may be into three classes. The seats of the Senators of 
the first^ class shall be vacated at tjie expiration of the so- 
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3. No person ^bsil be & Senator who shall not have at- 
tained the age of thirty yeots, and be a citizen of the Con- 
federate States ; and who shall not, when elected/ be an in- 
habitant of the State for which he shall be chosen. 

5. The Senate shall tsftoose their other officers: and also 
a President pro tempore in the absence of the v ice Presi- 
dent, or when he shaH exercise the ofice of President of the 
Confederate States. 

6. Thd Senate shall have the sole power to try impeach- 
ments. When sitting for that pnrpose they shall be on oath 
or i#rmation. When the President of the -Confederate 
States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside ; and no per- 
son shall be convicted without the concurrence of tw0':third8 
of the members preseiDLt. 

7. Judgment m oases of impeachment shall not extend 
further tl^an to removal from office, and disqualification to 
hold and enjoy any office of honor, trust or profit, under 
the Confederate States ; but the party convictpd shall, never- 
theless, be liable and subject to indictment, trial, judgment 
and punishment accordimg to law. 

Section 4. 

,1. The times, places and manner of holding elections for 
Senators and Representatives, shall be prescribed in each 
State by the Legislature thereof, subject to the provisons of 
this Constitution ; but the Congress may, at any time, by 
law, make or alter such regulations, except as the times and 
places for choosing Senators. 

2. The Congress shall assemble at least once in every 
year ; and such meeting shall be on the first Monday in 
December, unless they shall, by law, appoint a different 
day. 

Section 6. 

1. Each House shall be the judge of the elections, returns 
and qualifications of its own memb^rs^ and a majority of 
each miall constitute a quofnm to do business ; but a smaller 
numbfilp may a^oum from day to day, and may be authoriz- 
ed to compel &e attendance of absent memoers, in such 
maimer anq binder such penalties as each House may pro- 
vide. ' • 
* 2. Bach House may determine the rules of its proceed- 
ing, punish its ^members 'for its disorderly 1)ehavior, and, 
■ with the concictTmce- of twb^tiurds of the whole number, 
expel a member. . ' .>.-.,',* 

3. Each Bouie shall kew « journal bf its proceijdings, 
ind frotttttiod to iimt piOdudi the(8ttaie,«f»pting9iioh parts 

0—4 
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as may in their jiidgmdfitr6(|iiire aecresy ; aEd Hie yeaaand 
nays of the m^bers of eilter Hons^, on any question) shall, 
at the desife 'of One^fith of those present, be entered 0n the 
journal. • . » 

4. Neith<^ House, during Ijie session of Congress, shall, 
' without the consent of the other, ac(joum€or mpre than three 
days, nor to arfy ol^er place than that in which the two 
Houses shall be sitting. 

y Section 6. 

1. The Senators and Representatives shall reftrive a com- 
pensation for their services, to* be asc^tained by law, and 
paid out of the treasury 6i the Confederate States* They 
shall, in all cases, except treason, felony, and breach of 
peace, be privileged fipom arrest during their att^dance at 
thfe session of their Respective Houses, and in going to and 
returning from the same ; ^nd for any speech or aebate in 
either House, they shall not be questioned in any other 
place. 

2. No Senator or Bepresantative shall, during the time 
for which he was .elected, be appointed to any civil office 
under the authority of the Confederate States, which shall 
have been created, and the emoluments whereof shall have 
been increased during such time ; and no person holding 
any ofllce jmder the Confederate States shall be a member of 
eitiier House during his continuance in office. But OongresB 
may, by law, grant to the principal officer in each of the 
Executive Department^ a seat upon the floor of each House, 
with the privilege of 4iscusging any measures appertainiBg 
to Tub department 

Section 7. ^ , 

1. All bills for Iraisimg revenue shall originate in ih0 
House of Representatives ; but the Sffliate may propose <r 
concui^ with! amendments as on other bills. 

2. Every biU which shall have passed boeh Houses, diall, 
before it becomes 'a* law., be presented to the President of tifie 
Confederate States ; if lie-apijrove, he shall sim it: but if 

^Cnot. he shall return it witii niS objections to ttat House in 
which it shall have originated, who shall enter tb# olgec- 
tions at large on theiipjoxirial, and proceed to Teconsider it. 

: If,^ftfter ^^xm^T&msMer^cm, twxH£irds of that House shall 
agree 'to paiss thelnll, it shall be mot, together with the ob- 
jections, to the other House, by whidi it shall likewise bo 
reiKnmidored, aiidif jtiint^ 
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both BoQiseBriiailboiditariBaied 1v.'96«aiildiiie%ri^ ^ 
names «f ^|»pQ(]A x<^ifa3g-f(^ 

entered on ibe joumalof each Htfaa© 'respecti¥cly. If any 
bill rfiall not be retaned by Va& ft'e^dent viftin ten daye^ 
(Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to 
him, the same shall: be a law; in like ipaun^r aa if he had 
signed- rt^ unless ihe Congi^, ]^, their a^jowiSitentpreYent 
its return ; in whidi case it shall not be a law. The Pre- 
sident may a|)|icoTe any a^ipropidation <md disa{)proTe any , 
other ajn^^luM'Qon in ti^ S9m^ bill. . Ixi suchj^ase he ^all, 
in signing the bill, designate the appropriations disapprove 
ed ; and sMll return si; copy orsnch a|mr<mriatio|ts, F^th his . 
objecAm^.fo the Hon* in.wfiiidi the.biU shall hate qrigiQat- 
ed ; and the ®iine piodeedingii shall Hkm be had as in case 
of other bills disapproved :by. the jPre^d^ 

3. Evcay order, resolutkm or vote^ to which the. concur- . 
renceof both Houete marbfe necessary (except on a ques- 
tion of adjournment) shall bp jSees^ted-to the PreEadent of ; 
the Confederate States ; and before the same shall take ef- 
fect, shall be approved by })M ; or. b$ing disaj^roved \jy , 
him, shall be re-passed b^ two-thirds of both Houses accord- 
ing to the rules and limititiQa^ pfcis^dbed in case of a , 
bill. ., , :• : 

Section 8. 

ThiB Congress shdlhavo potfer— ! ' \ 

1. To lay and toilet' taxed, du&«t; imposts, and excises, 
for revenue necessary to pay the debts, provide for the com- 
mon defense, and^iafry on the govertoient of the Confeder- 
ate St&tes ; but no bounties shall be granted &om the trea- 
sury ; nor shall any duties or taxes on importations from 
foreign nations be laid to promote or Ibsta* any: branch of 
industry ; and all duties, imposts and excises shall be uni- 
form tliroughout the Confederate States : V 

2. To borrow money on tho credit of -the Confejierate' 
States: "' ; . / ": '. . - /■ 

3. To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and amcmg 
the several Stated, and wMl the Indian tribes ^ but neither . 
Ihis, nor ally otiier clause^cotitaiaed in ifae Constitution, shall 
ever be construed to delegiiie the|K)wer to Confess to ap- 
protaiate money for any mtcanal improvement intended to 
faciliate commerce ; except for the purpose, of furnishing 
lights, beacons, and buoys; and oti^ aids to navigation upon 
the coasts, oad the improvement of harbors and tha ranov- 
ing of obstructions in river navigation, in all ivhich cases, 
such duties- shall belaid on :he nav^U;ion;!facilitated Ihere- - 

S^, ^& may be necessrry to j)ayvthe costs and escpense 
ereof: C~5 
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4. To dstftbBdiiuUlbntt l$wi^ of nntamBiatidn, rad foS^ 
form laws on l^e stili^et dT baakraptciiB, throog^oot tke 
Confederate States, but no law of OongresB shall dis- 
diarge any debt contraoted brfore the passage of the 
same : - j • • 

5. To coin money, r€ffukte the valae tiiereot and of 
foreign coin, and fix the standard of wdgbts and mea' 
sores: 

6. To provide for the pTmiriment of comiterfeiling 
the secifrities and cnrrrat coin of the Confederate 
States:. 

7. To estabMi postoffices and post routes : but the ex- 
penses of PditoflBce Department, after the first day of Mardi 
in die year of our Lord e^htecoi hundred and sixty-three, 
shall hie paid out of its own revenues : 

8. To promote the progress of science and usefiil arts, by 
securing for limited times to autibors and inventors the 
exclusive right to' their irespec^tvi writings and disoov* 
eries : 

9« To constitute tribunals in&o^ to the Supreme 
Court : ^ 

10. To define and punish pirtotes und ftloni^ commit- 
ted on the high seas, and offences against the law of 
nations : 

11. To decclare war, grant letters of marque and re- 
prisals, and mnke rules concerning captui^ on land and 
water: 

12. To raise and support armies ; but^o appropriation 
of money to that use shAll be for a longer term than two 
years : . ^ ; 

13. Ta provide and maintain a i^avy ; 

14. To make rules forth^ government aiKi regulation o 
the land and naval forces : - 

1&. To provide fixr calling forth the militia to execute, 
the laws of the Confederate States, suppress insurrections, 
and r^el invasions': 

16. To provide ibr organiziug, armiug, and disciplinii^ 
the militia, and for governing such pari of them as niay be 
employed in the service of the Coniedeirate States ; reserv- 
ing to the States; respectively,' the appointm^t of the offi- 
cers, and the authority of training the militia aepording to 
the dieciplinei prescribed by Congresi ; 

17. To exeirdse esdilsive legislation, in all^jcases what- 
soever, oveif such strict (not exceeding t^ nm^. square) 
as may^by ces8ioiiolS^n6(»* tttore States aod the acQ^t^oe 
of Congress, become the seat of the Government of th9 
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Confederate States ; and to <ucercise like autiiorify over all 
places purchased by the consent of the Legislature of the 
State in which the same shall be, for the erection of forts, 
magazines, arsenals, dockyards, and other needful build- 
ings: and 

1$. To make all laws which shall be necessary and pro- 
per for carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and 
all other powers vested by this Constitution in the govern- 
ment of the Confederate States, or in any department or 
oflScer thereof. ' ^ ' 

Section 9. 

1. The importation of negroes of the African race, from 
any foreign country, ether than the -slaveholding States or 
Territories of the United States of America, is hereby for- 
bidden ; and Congress is required to pass such laws as shall 
effectually prevent ihe same, 

2. Congress shall also have power to prohibit the intro- 
duction of slaves from any State not a member of, or Ter- 
ritory not belong to, this Conferferacy- 

3. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not 
be suspended, unless when in cases of rebellion or invasion 
the public safety may require it. 

4. No bill of attainder, ex post facto law, or law denying 
or impairing the right of property in negro slaves shall be 
passed! 

5. No capitation or other direct tax shall be laid, unless 
in porportion to the census or enumeration hereinbefore di- 
rected to be taken. 

6. Nor tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from 
any State, except by a vote of two-thirds of both Houses. 

7. No preference shall be given by any r^ulation of com- 
merce oi' revenue to the ports of one State over those of 
nother. * 

8. No money shall be drawn from the treasury, but in con- 
sequence of appropriutions' made by law ; and a regular 
statement and account of the receipts and expenfitures of 
£|11 public money shall be published from time to time. 

9. Congress shall appropriate no money ftt)m t^e treasury 
expept by a vote of tworthirds of both Hbuses, taken by yeas 
ai^d navs, unless it be asKed and estimated for W some one 
or the heads of Department, and submitted to Cfongress by 
ttic President ; or for the purpose of paying its own expen- 
ses and contingencies \ or for the pavment of claims against 
the Confederate States, the justice of which shall have been 
judicially declared by a tribunal for the investigation of 
claims a^inst the government, which is hereby . made the 
duty of Congress to establish. 0—6 
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10. All bills appropriating money shall specif in federal 
currency the exact amount of eac* appropriafion and the 
purposes for wjiich it is made ; and Congress shall grant no 
extra compensation to any public contractor, oflficer, gigent 
or servant, after such contract shall have been made or such 
service rendered. , 

11. Kj) title pf nobility shall be granted by the Confeder- 
ate States ; and no person holding any office of profit or 
trust under them, shall without the consent of the Congress 
accept of any present, emolument, office or title of any Tdnd 
whatever from any king, prince or foreign State. 

12. Confess shall make no law respecting an establish- 
ment of religion, ox prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abriding the freedom pf speech, or of the press ; or the right 
of tjie people peaceably to assemble and petition the govern- 
ment for a redress of giievances. 

13. A well regulated militia being necQssary to the secu- 
rity of a free State, the right of the people to feep and bear 
arms shall not be infringed. • - 

14. No soldier shall, m time of peace, be quartered in any 
house without the consent pf the owner ; nor in time of war 

^ but in a manner to be prescribed by law. 

15. The right of the people fo be sepure in their persons, 
houses, paper8,^d ^ects against unreasonable searches and 
seizures, shall not be violated ; and no warrants shall issue 
but upon probable causp, supported by. oath or amrmation, 
and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the 
persons or things to be seized. 

16. No person shall be held .to answer for a capital or 
otherwise mfamous crime, unless on a presentment or indict- 
ment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land 
or naval forces, qr in the ijailitia, when in actual ser- 
vice, in time of war or public danger ; nor shall any person 
be subjept for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy 

• of life or limb ; nor be compelled, in any criminal case, to 
be a witness agiainsj; himself ; nqr' be deprived of life, liberty, 
or property, without due process of law ; nor shall private 
property bo taken for public use,, without just compensation. 

17. Li all criminal prosecutions the accused shall enjoy 
the right to a speefty and public trial, by an impartial jury 
of the'State and district wherein the crime shall have been 
committejj, which district shall have be^, previously ascer- 
tained by law, and to he informed of tiie nature and cause 

' of the accusation ; to be cbnfr6nted with *the witnesses 
. against him j to have compulsory process fo;p abtaining wit- 
, nesses in his favor ;)md to have the assistarice of coimsel for 
biBclefenoe. 
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18. In suits at common law, where the value in controver- 
sy shall aceed tw^^ (Jpllari?, the light oi tii^bv jury 
shall fe preserved ; and no fact so triS by J^ jury ehaa be 
otherwise re-examined in any court of the Confederacy ihan 
accoi'ding to the rules of the common law. 

19. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive 
fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments be inflicted. 

20. Every law or resolution having the force of law, 
shall relate to but one subject, and that shall be expressedin 
the title. 

SECTION 10. 

1. No State shall enter into any treaty, alfianee, or con- 
federation ; grant letters of marque and reprisal j coin mon- 
ey ; make any but gold and silver coin a tender in payment 
of debts ; pass any bill of attainder, or ear^po^/ocfo law, or 
law impairing the obligation of contract8 ; or grant any title 
of nobility. 

2. No State shall, without the consent of the Congress 
lay any imposts or duties on imports or exports, except what 
may be absolutely necessary for executing its inspection laws 
and the nett produce of all duties and imposts laid by any 
State on imports or exports, shall be for the use of Ae treas- 

. ury of the Confederate States ; and all sudi laws be sul^ject 
to the revision and control of Congress. 

3. No State shall, without the consent of Congress, lay 
any duty on tonnage, except on sea-going vessels, for the im- 
provement of its nvers and harbors navigated by Use said 
vessels ; but such duties diall not conflict with any treaties 
of the Confederate States with foreign nations ; and any 
surplus revenue, thus derived, shall, after maKi^ such im- 
provement, be paid into the coramoif treasury. Nor shall 
any stat^ ieep troops or ships of w^ m time of peace, al- 
ter into anjr agreement or compact with toother state, or 
with a foreign pow6r, or engage ifa wai:, ume^ factually in- 

* vsided, or in'stich imminent danger as wffl ifot admit of de- 
lay. But T^hen any river divides or flowtf .Uirough tvrt) or 
more States, tiiey may enter into compacts with jeact other 
to improve the navigationthereof. , \ '■ , ' -^ ; \^ 

A&TIOIM, Ilr '■■' '[ ' -r 

'J\. '.' ' ' ' tskats^i. ^"-.^ v - '-•" " 

;l; The executive poVer sfeaUlDe vestedin a Presid^t of 

^ the Confederate .States pf^^Jnerica. , He and like Tic^rr^ 

ident shall hold Uie^r offices for tiie ftemr of six years J^**but 

1hftJ^«3i^t sliall pot be re^l&ible. The Pj^BSaOTTand 

;;m^esra^t Ajin.be el^ted^ 
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' ^^ 2; Biwh Stete fihall appoint, k such manner flB the 1^- 
* lature thereof may direct, a number of electors equal to the 
Vhole- number of Senators and Representatives to wfairfh the 
State may be. entitled in the Congress; biit no Senator or 
Representative, or person holding an office of trust or profit 
unaerthe Confederate States, shall be appointed an elector. 

3. The electors shall * meet in. their respective ' States and 

vote by ballot for President and Vice-President,, one oi 
whom, at'least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same State 
with themselves ; they shall name in their ballots the person 
voted for as Preyidenc, and in distinct ballots the person vo- 
ted for as Vice-President, and they shall make distinct lists 
of all persons voted for as President, and of all persons vo- 
ted for as y ice-President, and of the number of votes for 
each, which lists they sliall sign and certify, and transmit, 
sealed, to the seat of the government of the Confederate 
States, directed to the President of the .Senate; the Presi- 
dent of the Senate shall, in tlr^ presence of the Senate and 
Houne of Representatives, open all the certificates, and the 
votes shall then lie counted ; the pennon having the greatest 
number of votes for President shall be the President, if such 
numljer be ^ majority of the whole number of electorii ap; 
pointed ; and if no person have such majoj-ity, then, fro"^ 
the persons having the highest numbers, not exceeding three, 
on the list of those voted for as President, the House of 
Representatives shall choose immediately, by ballot, the 
President. But in choosing the President, the votes sfiall 
be taken by states, the representation from.eacTi state having 
one vote; ,a quo^pm for this purpose shall co^asist of a mem- 
ber or members fro^n two-thirds of tlie states, and a majorj- 
. ty of all the Htatoe ebaJl be necessary to a choice'. , Apdif 
the House of Representatives shall not choese a President, 
whener the r^ht ot choice shall devolve upon them, before 
the fourth df^ of March next following, then the Vice-Pres- 
ide|it shall act as President, as in case of the dealii, or other 
eonstitutioDal disability of the President. 

4. The person having the greatest number of yotes as 
Vioe-PreidaeDt, dHill be me Yice-President, if sndi nnmber 
be a minority of tke whole number of electors i^pointed ; 
and if no person bave a i&^(Mr%, then, from the two l^best 
nombos on ^e list the Senate shull dbi^se t^yiee^resi- 
dec^t; a;qiiorum f(xc the purpose shall consist of two-tbirds 
of the imqle^ number of Senators^ and a mt^rity of the 
.Fhole iqaQb^ shall be i^ecessary toa <Aok^^ 

6. Bat no person constitutionally ^eligible to the office of 
President akall be eligU)le to that of Vice-President of the 
Oonfederate States. 
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6. The OongresB may detanaina ilia time of duxMiiig the 
which' dt JM JmtameBcm ' 

States. ,..^1- • ■' ^ ;: 

7. K tizen of the Coined- 
erateS tuneof Iheadopi- 
ion of bidreof bom in tiie 
United nber, 1860, shall be 
digiblc Br shall aoy person 
beel^ kteattaineatiieage. 
of ihirty-fiVe years, and been fourteen years a resident wifli- 
in the limit^ of the Confederate States, as tljiey may exist at . 
the time of his election. 

8. .In ca,se of the removal of thaPyesid^t from office, or 
of his death, resignation, or inability to discharge tlie pow- 
ers and duties of the said office, the §ame shall devolve on 
the Vice-Preisident ; and tlje Congress may, by law^ provide' 
for the case of removal, death, resignation, or inability both 
of the President and Vice-President;, declaring wljat officer 
shall theu act as'President, and. such officer shall act accord- 
ingly until, ^he disability boreaJov,ed or aj^-eside'nt shall be 
elecied. '' ' . -' / 

1». he PrcsiJont sliall, at stated tiiiM'-\ rcct'ivo fur his 
s<*» vices a «'()iijjjrjiraii()u, vOii« h >bitll Lciih v le increased 
i\'>v diniiuishc'l duiiug ih<' j,e ind Ibr wliirh he shall hnv(» 
ht'iiU «'!♦ fled ; and ho sliali not '-oteiNO sNi'hin thni p.riod 
any <»:her rnio-iinH^nL Iruiu ihir C*uiiledeiatu ^itules, or any 
ol \\iv\n. 

• «'. B<*f HO he enters on the execution of l.is office, he 
almU tak«» th»» follow ing «'ath or affiiujaiiofi : 

•• 1 lio iP'^lemnly swrar ((»r uffirn») that 1 will faiihrully ex- 
e<-uT(; the oflite of i^ri»^^iduiii of iho Conlcuerare Brutes, fpid 
will (o »hi» beiiJt o» my ability, preserve, protect, and defend 
the constiiulion ihcieoi." ■ -, . 

i SEcTiaiJ.3-.v .' . , ;- ..^'; , 

l.,The President shall be copimandcj-Jn-chief of ihe. 
army and navy of ^ the Confederate ^ States, and* of the mili- 
tia of the several States, when called into the actual ser- 
vice of the Conlederate States ; he may require ihe opinion 
in writing! of the prindpal officwiia each of ti^e Exeeati?e 
D0pMrtm«|rte» v^n wy mikgecfirdt^g to IliediitiMi:^^ 
r^i^tLTe (mees ; an4 he shiOl rhave powior to, grant re- 
lieves and parens for offbnces Against the Oonfedentte 
Slates, excq>t in cases of impeachment /, .. ^ .. . 
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3. The principal officer !n each of the Executive Depart- 
ments, and all persons connected with the diplomatic ser* 
vice, may be removed from office at the pleasure of the 
President All other civil officer? of the Executive De- 
partment may l)e removed at any time by the President, or 
for dishonesty, incapatity, inefficiency, misconduct, or neg- 
lect of duty ; and when so rembved, the removal shall be 
reported to the Senate, together with the reasons therefor. 

4. The President shall have power to fill all vacancies 
that may happen during the recess of the Senate, by grant- 
ing commissions which shall emire at the end of their next 
session; but no person rejectefi by the Senate shall be re- 
appointed to the same office during their ensuing recess. 

Section 3. 

1. The President shall, frcon time to time, give to the 
Congress information of the state of the Confederacy, and 
recomi^end to their consideration such measures as he shall 
judge necesaary and expedient ; he may, on extraordinary 
occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them; and in 
case of disagreement between them, with respect to the time 
of adjournment, he may adjourn them to such time as he 
shall thi^k proper; he shall receive ambassadors and oth^ 
public ministers; he shall take care that the laws be &ith- 
fully executed, and shall commission all the officers of flie 
Confedieriite^tes. - » .. - 

1?^Kb^^^ and afl ciySfiO^cers 6f. 



the Cpinfe^ekit^^ S0&^ . shall'be' remoVed'fronfbltoe on im-" 
'"'^axmmeiit f<*r,'and couivictibn of, ^^ason; bribery . ^r other * 
Th crimes and misdemeanors, ■ * . ^- ^ ^ 
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ARTICLE m."'' 



not US dffiiM«ib(18 difft'hig ilimt eotftiiiiiaii^ » office. * 

','/ ,'.'"• . Section 2. ' •" " • 

1. Tte^n^oial ^wer ah^il exteod to all cases; arising . 
under th^ UoistBtitttlioii, th^law$ of the Confederate States, 
and treaties made or which shall be made under iheir au- 
Iborifypto all oases affex^ti^g ambassadors, other public 
ministears aud consuls; to all ca^es of admiralty and mari-,' 
time jurisdiction; to controversies to which the Confederate , 
Stat^ shall be a party; to controversies between two ot. 
more States; between a State and citizen of another State 
where the State is plaintiff ; between citizens claiming lands 
und^ ^*ant3 of different States: and between a State or 
the citueens thereof, and foreign States, citizens or subjects; 
but no State shall be sued by a citizen or subject of any 
foreign State. n".' 

2. In aU cases affecting aml^assadors, other public mmis- 
ters, and consuls, and thpse in which a State shall be a , 
party, the Supreme Court shall have original jurisdiction. 
In all the other cases before mentioned, the Supreme Court 
shall have appellate jurisdiction, both as to law and .fact, 
with such exceptions, and under such regulations, as t^e 
Congress shall make. 

3. The trial of all crimes, except in cases of impeachment, 
shall be by jury, and Such trial snail be held in the State 
where the said crimes shall have been committed; but when 
not cemimtted ^thin any State, the trial shall be at such 
placeor pkcea as the. Congress* may ty law have directed. 

Section 3.' •' 

1.' Treason against the Confederate States /shall co^is^st 
only in, ley^g .war against tKem, or in adhering to their ., 
enemies, giving them aid and comfort. ITo person shall be 
ooni^tod of treason, unless on the testimony of two wit- 
nesses to the sameroverfAct, or^on confession in ppen CQurt. 

2, The Congress shj^irhave-^ower to declare the punish- 
inent- of. treason, but -no ^ttsonder of treason shall work 
corruption of blood, or forfeiture, except during the life at ' 
the person attainted. 



Digitized 



by Google 



18 

ARTICMl IV. 

Section!. 

1. Full fidth and credit shall be given in each State to 
the pnbHc acts, recc»rds wd judidal pifoceediags^'em^ 
otber State. Akd the Congress tnay, by ^&mh,imi fir^ 
scribe this manner in which such acts, rec(»*dB, and ftoim^ 
ings shall be proved, and the effect thm*eof. 

Sbciion i2, , 

1. The citizens «f each State shiOl be entitled to aU ttm; 
privileges and isunnQities of citizens in the several States, 
and ^aU have the right of transit and sq^mm in any State 
of tMs Confederacy, iritii tiieir Blayes and "otba: j^perfy: 
and the right of properdin said slaves shall'not be tiier«by 
impaired. 

2. A person charged in any State with treason, felony, or 
other crime against the laws of such State, who shall flee . « 
from justice, and be found in another State, shall; on de- 
mand of the Executive authority of the State from which - 
he fled, be delivered up, to be renloved to' the State having 
urisdiction of the crime. ' ' • '^ 

3. No slave ot other person held to service or labor in 
any State or Territory of the Confederate States, under the * 
laws thereof, escaping or lawfully carried into another, shall, 
in con#quence of any law or regulation therein, be dis- 
charged from' such service or labor : but shall be deliver^ 
up on claim of the party to whom such slave belongs, or- to 
Tniom such Service or labor may be due. - . 

Sbctiqk 3. , .' . . ■ 

1. Other States may be admitted into tiiis X3onfederacy - 
by a vote of two-thirds of the whole House of Eepnesen- 
tatives, and two-tliirds of the Senate, the Senate /voting by 
States; but no new State shall be formed or erected within 
the jurisdiction of any other State; nor any State be formed 
by the junction of two or more States, or pairts of States, 
witbkit the cond^t of the legtd&tmres of the States conr 
cemed, as well as of the Congress. 

2. The Coi^ress shall have power to dispose of and n^e 
all needful rules and regulations concerning the property of 
the Confederate Stat«3, including tike lands thereof. ' 

3. The Confederate States may acquire new territorjTf 
and Congress shall have power to k^slate and lirdnae 
governments for tiie inhamtants of aU territory beloi^g 
to the Confederate States, iyii% "witiiont the mlis of the 
several States ; and' may pennit ^em, at &ucb times, and in " 
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such manner bs it way by law provi&. to form States to be 
admitted into the Oojifederacy. In an sncK territory, the 
institutioai of n^ro slavery as it now exists in the Confed- 
erate States, shall be recognized and protected by Congress, 
and by the territorial government: and the inhabitants of 
the several 'Confederate States ai|d Territories, shall have 
the right to take to such territory any slaves lawfully held 
by .them in any of the States or territories of the Confed- 
erate States. 

. M i'he Confederate States shall guaranty to every State 
that no-wr ig ox hereafter may become a member of this Con- 
federacy, a re})ublican form of government, and shall pro- 
te/5.t each of them a^aiust invasion; and on application of 
the legislature (or of thp Executive when the lejorislature is 
not in session) ap:ainsl domestic violence. * 

ARTICLE V. 

. ., , ' Section 1. 

. 1. Upon the demand of any three States, legally assem- 
bled in their several conventions, the Congress shall summon 
a convention of all the States, to take into consideration 
such amendments to the Constitution as the said States shall 

• concur in suggesting at the time wh«n the said demand is 
made ; and should any of the proposed amendments to the 
Constituti5ii be agreed on by the said convention— voting 
by 'States— and the same be ratified by the legjlslatnres of 
two-thirds of the several States, or by conventions in two- 
thirds thereof— as the one or ike other mode of ratification 
may be proposed by the general <3Dnvention — they @hall 

' thenceforwarfl form a part of this Ctmstitiitfon. But no 
State diaU, without its consent, be deprived of its equal re- 
presentation in the Senate. ' 

ARTICLE VL 

^ 1. Thie €k>veriiment ^«Mablkifaed by tMs 0(n)ttitiitiaii is 
the suoceesor c^ the ProvisioQ^ (Government of ^e Ckm- 
federate States of America, and all the laws passed by the 
latter shall contiime in force until the same shall be rq)ealed 
or modified; and all the ofiSoers appointed by the same shall 
remain in office until their snccMsors are appointed and 
qnalifiedi or the offices abolished. 

2. All debti contracted, and ^agementa entered into be- 
fore the adoption of iMs Conatitation shall be as valid 
against the Confederate States under this Constitution as 
under the Provisional CtovermotBt. 
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3. This Constitution, and the laws of the Confederate 
States, made in ^ursuauce thcpeof, and all treaties n]a4e> or 
•which shall Ije made under thfe, authority of i^e Confederate 
States, shall be the supreme law of. the land; and the judges 
in every State sKall be bound thereby, anything in the con- 
stitution or laws of any State to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing- ' . ' A ^ 

4. Jhe Senatots and Reprqgentatives beiore*menti6ned, 

and thlB members of the several State legislatures', and all 
executive and judicial oflBcers, both of the Confederate 
States, and of the several States, shall be bound by oath or 
aflBrmation, to support this Constitution; but no "religious 
test shall ever be required as a qualification to any office 
or public trust under the Confederate States. 

5. The enumeration, in the Constitution, of certain rights, 
shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained 
by the people of the several States, ^ 

6. Jhe powers not delegated to the Confederate States 
by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are 
reserved to thei States, respectively, or to the people tiiereof. 

ARTICLE Vn. 

1. The ratification of the conventions of five States shall 
be sufficient for the establishment of this Constiiatlon be- 
tweoH the States so ratifying the same. 

2. When five States shall have ratified this Constitution, 
in the manner before specified, the Congress under the Pro- 
visional Constitution, shall prescribe the time for holding 
the election of President and Y iqe-Preadent ; and, for the 
meetiDg of the. Electoral College; ai^, for counting the 
^ votes, and inaugorathig the President They sbaU, also, 
prescribe tiietii^ for holding the first ^eolion of members 
of Congress under this Constitution, and the tijoae for as- 
sembling the same. Until the asseo^bling of such Congress, 
the Congress under the Provisional Constitution shall con- 
tinue to exercise the legislative powers granted them; not 
eExtendiag beyond 4;he time United by ttie Co])«litutkm of 
ike Promonal GQvempaent* ..■ ^ ■ : y.. ... 

'_• '"•- '■' c • ■. ■' , . ' .. ■ ' - '. •>'.-, ' .. ; 
■'■""' ' * ' "'* "" * ■ ' ^ ' :" ' ^', 
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On motion of Mr. Harris, the Constitution accompany- 
ing the communic9.tion was referred to a select' comtnittee 
of five, and two hundred copies ordered to be prtet^ for 
the use of the Conr^ntion. * ' - 

The President appointed as said comfnittee Messl'S. Glenn, 
Yerger, George, Jones and 0. Davis. ' 

Mr. Smart offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Military Board be and they are here- 
by authorized and empowered to transfer to the govern- 
ment of the Confederate States such of the Volunteer com- 
panies of this State as may be willing and consent to volun- 
teer and enlist in the service of that governtnent 6n the 
terms prescribed by 11^; and that such volunteers, without 
reference to the regimental districts defined by the Military 
Ordinance, shall be formed into battalions or regiments, and 
elect the field officers for such organizations. 

On his motion'the resolution was referred i/6 the Military 
committee. 

Mr. Rogers introduced a resolution in relation tO th^'pay 
of certain military companies therein named for their ser- 
vices at Pensacola. 

On his motion, the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. George offered the following resolution : 

Resdvedy That the special committee of five, to whom 
was referred the Permanent Constitution for the Confeder- 
ate States of America, be instructed to report to this Con- 
vention at 10 o'clock to-morrow morning, an ordinance 
providing for the ratification of said Constitution by this 
body on behalf of the State of Mississippi. 

Mr. Clayton, of Lowndes, offered " An Ordinance to 
provide for the election of delegates by^ the people of the 
State of Mississippi, to ratify in convention a Cohstitujbion 
for a permanent government of the Confederate States of 
America, as an amendment by way of substitute for the 
resolution. ' , 

Mr. Yerger ofiered, " An Ordinance to gcovide for'.the 
ratification or rejection of the Permanent Uonstitutidii by 
the people at the ballot box, and also for the ratification or 
rejectiop by the people of the ordinai^ce proposeif Its a 
substitute for the substitute offered by Mr. Clay«)n, of 
Lowndes. ' , ' ;^ '* 

Mr. Glenn submitted an Ordinance entitled, ** An Ordi- 
nance to adopt and ratify by thife Conventit)ri the ?erma- 
nent Constitution,'' as a substit?ute for the resolutSptt and 
ailiendments propo^fed. . . ' *:: 

Mr. Brooke offered the following resolution : ^' ' ' ' 
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lUsohedf That the committee to whom waa. referred the 
Pe^IlaB/Q^t Constitution, adopted at Montgomery, be in- 
structed to report an Ordinance referring said Constitution 
directly 4;o the peofde at the ballot-box for ratification or 
rejection. 

On motion of Mr, Davis, of Tippah, the various propo- 
sitions before i;he Conven;tion were referred to the special 
: committee of five on Permanent Constitution. 
. Oh jnotioti of Mr. Yerges, the vote referring the resolu- 
tion pffered by Mr. . Smart to the Military committee was 
reconsidered. 

Mr. Yerger offered the following amendment to said res- 
olution, which was adopted ,to-wit : 

And upon such transfer and entry into the service of the 
Confederate States, said volunteers shall be considered 
; mustered out of, and discharged from military service un- 
der the Ordinance of this Convention authorizing the cre- 
ation and organization of a Volunteer Division for the ser- 
vice of the State of Mississippi. 

Pending the adoption of the rusolfttion as amended, the 
Convention adjourned until 1 Or o^clock, to-morrow morning. 



TUESDAY, March 26th, 18G1. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. The 
Jonirnal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. Brooke presented an Ordinance to repteal the Or- 
dinance entitled an "Ordinance to regulate the Military 
tate of Mississippi," and an "Ordinance 
the defense of the State." 
the Ordinance was laid on the table and 
)8 ordered to be printed. 
i proceeded to tne consideration of the 
3, to-wit : 
« The jresolution .offered by Mr. Brooke on yesterdij^y, that 
th^ committee to whicli w^s referred the Permanent Con- 
stitatio^, adopted at Montgomery, be instructed to report 
an Ordinance referring said Constitution directly to the 
people, at the.)^alIo^box, for ratifi<jation or rejection. 
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Mr\ GUmt movnodL la )a^ ihd reBQlutiQn oa the^md^ wlu^^ 

was decided in the negative by yeas and nays as fouowB •* .^^^ ^ 

YBAS-Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Backstrom, Booth; 
Berry, Catching^, 0. Davis, Dease. Dyer,. Ueason, Eckford,^^^ 
George, Glenn, Gwin, Harris, Hill, Holt, Hurst^ Isdm,'*' 
Jones, Keirn, Lea, Lamar, Lewis, McGhee, of Bolivar, MiV » 
ler, if Tunica, Neely, Nelson, Orr, Semm^, Terral, ' 
Thompson, Yanghan, Witty, Wilkinson and Wpbds — ^87. ». 

Nays — ^Messrs. Barksdale, Brooke,, Be^e, Blair, Bonds, . ,' 
Bullard, Clayton, of Lowndes, Cummings, Colbert, J. S» / / 
Davis, Denaon, Douglas, Edwards, Farrar, Ploumev, Fon- 
taine, Gbolson, Herring, Johnston, of De Soto, Keith, Ken- 
nedy,. King, Lewers, McGhee, of Panola, MiUqr, of Ponto- 
toc, Parker, Powell, of Jones* Rogers, Sanders^ Sumner^ 
Stephens, Tison, Taylor, Thornton, ^Winchester, Wood, of 
Attala, Wright, Yerger and Young — ^^10. 

Mr. Clayton, of Lowndes, offered an Ordinjince as a sub- 
stitute for the resolution offered by Mr. Brooke,.entitlefl 
an Ordinance to provide for the election of delegates by , 
the people of* the State of Mississippi to ratify in Conven- 
tion a Constitution for a permaaent government of the 
Confederate States of America. 

On motion of Mr, Glenn, the substitute was laid on the 
table by yeas and nays as follows : , , . . ^ , /^ 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Backstrom," 
Booth, Brooke, Blair, Berry, Catchings, Colbert, 6. Davis, • 
Deese, Douglas, Dyer, Deason, Eckford, George, Glenn, ."^,,, 
Gwin, Harris, Hill, Holt, Hurst, Isom, Johnston, of De 
Soto, Jones, Keirn, Keith, Lea, Lamar, Lewis, McGhee, of 
Bolivar, McGhee, of Panola, Miller* of Tunica, Neely, Nel- 
son, Orr, Parker, Powell, of Jones, Semmes, Terral, 
Thompson, Vaughan, Witty, Wilkinson and Woods — 46. 

Nays — Messrs* Anderson, Barksdale, Beene, Bonds, Bnl* . 
lard, Clayton, of Lowndes, Cummings, J. S. Davis, Ed- 
wards, Farrar, Flom*ney, Fontaine, Gholson, Herring, Kmg,/ 
Kennedy, Lewers, Miller, of Pontotoc, Eogers, Samders,- 
Sumner, Stephens, Tison, Taylor, Thornton, Winchester, ^ 
Woods, of Attala^ Wright, Yerger and Young— 30. , . . " 

Pending further action on the resolution oflfered by Mr. . 
Brooke^ Mr. Glenn asked the unanimous consent of the 
Convention to make a report from the committee to whom 



Digitized 



by Google 



24 

was rdn^i^ tiid; Odnstitalion of the Oonfederate Statois of 
America. '•'.,-.. 

OlgeotiaDS being made, the question was pat to the Con- 
yeniion and decided in the aflSpmative. 

Mr; Glenn then submitted the following report : 



/onstitution 
d the same 
teport an 
fioation by 
h and inde- 
' the Con- 
in the year 

a minority 
provide for 
onstitutioU) 
the ratifica- 
tion or rejection, by the people, at the ballot-box, of the 
Ordinance proposed.'' 

On motion of Mr. Wood, of Attala, the majority report 
was received. 

Question on agreeing, Mr. Wood, of Attala, oflfered "an 
Ordinance to provide for submitting the permanent Consti- 
tution of the Confederate Stateis of America, to the people 
of the State of Mississippi," as a substitute for the Ordi- 
nance reported by the majority committee. 

Pending further action,* on motion, the Convention ad- 
journed until 3 o'clock P. M. 



THREE o'clock, P. M. 



mrnment 

1 received from Mr. 

of the Convention. 

on motion of Mr. 

le election of a sec- 

Un his further motion, Mr. E. P. Russell, of Jackson, 
was elected secretary hf accri\,mation. 

On motion of Mr. Brooke, the Ordinance to repeal an 
Ordinance entitled, " An Ordinance to regulate the military 
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system of the State of Mis^ssippi/^ and m ^ Oif^iajQce to 
raise meani^ for the defense <^ the State, wfs caHea from 
the table, and oo motion of Mr. Holt, ^as referred ^4o the 
military oommitteie. . . ^ % 

The Cony^tion resnm^ the coDsi4eraido^ of th^ nnfin- 
ished'business pending the adjournment, to-wit : 

The' Ordinance offered by Mr. Wood, of Attala, as a sub- 
stitute for Oxe Ordinance reported by 'the majori^ commit- 
tee on the permanent Constitution. • 
•^ni Pending the action, on motion, the Conyention a4joum- 
ed until 10 Q^dctdkiio-mm^W uu)rningi • 



WEDNESDAY, March 27th, 1861. 

The Conyention met pursuant to adjournment^ 
The Journal of yesterday was read and i^proyed* 
Jhe President presented to the Conyention l^e fbllowine 
communications &om the Hon. W. S. Wilson and Jas. S. 
Johnston, to-wit : 

POBT Gibson, March 22d, 1861. 
HoK. W. S. Barby, 

President of the Convention : — 
Sir: As it is yery doubtful whether I should >e aWe to 
attend the adjourned session of the Congress, atHon^om- 
ery, in May, I have felt it to be my du^ to tender the re- 
si^tion of my seat. Will you be good enough to make 
this known to the Conyention, and to express to tl^em my 
appreciation of tiie hon6r which was done me h^ tke ap- 
pomtuaeut^ Yerytespectfully. yours, &c;, 

W. S. W3PLS0N. 

*■: ' • • - ^' \' —^' . 'u. .,.. 

Ghuboh MxiAj, March ^i^ |861. 
H<m. W. S; BAEBy, ' ; /; 

President of the Convention 2^^ ' 
Dear Sir: I deeply rwret to say that in conaequeaoe of 
the seyere and continued illness of my wife, and upon con- 
sultation with iifr medical ndyiser. I shall be under tiie 
painful necessity of absenting myself from the sittings of 
the appmdiji^ i}(tti»Aiop.>^oftiiiflr» I Mffnt* rem, but 

iWuldliepBillMte dit 
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tain me from my seat. Perceiving no prospect of any such 

' early or niaterial improrement in the condition of my wife's 

^1^^& as wduld justify me in leavifig home for any length 

of time, I deem it my duty to resign the seat in your body 

iritii which I have been honored by the people of Jefferson. 

Very respectfully your obedient servant, 

JAS. S. JOHNSTON. 
On motion of Mr. Glenn, the communications were re- 
ceived and laid on the table. 

On his fhrther motion, the regular 'business was suspend- 
ed to enable him to^ introduce an Ordinance to authorize 
the entry and sale of waste and unappropriated lands in 
the State of Mississippi. 

The Ordinance was read the first time and second time, 
and on motion of Mr. 0. Davis, was referred to a select 
committee of three, composed of Messrs. Glenn, O. Davis 
. andXi^rger. 

The President appointed Messrs. Orr and Winchester to 
fill the vacancies on the military committee. 

Mr. Brooke introduced an Ordinance in relation to For- 
eign Insui-ance cotnpanies, which was read the first time. 
' ' Un "his motion the rule was suspended and the Ordinance 
a(Jopted. 
The Convention proceeded to the consideration of the 
' unfihished business, to-wit : 

The amendment offered by Mr. Wood of Attala, by way 
of substitute for the Ordinance reported by the select com- 
* mittee to whom was referred the 43onstittrtiorL of the Con- 
federate States, adopted by the Congress, at Montgomery, 
Alabama. / * 

Mr. Fontaine offered an amendment to theaiisendment as 
' a substitute,'entitled, " An Ordinance to provide for the as- 
' sembling of a convcAtion of the people of Missisnppi to 
^tify the permanent Concrtitution of the Confoderate States. 
Pendmg the question on the amendment to the amend- 
ment, OB, motion of Mf . Glenn, the Convention adjourned . 
nntit 3 o^dock, p. rf: . 
Mr. Clayton, of Lowndes, being entitled 16 tba floor. 



raSBi! O'OLOCIK,. P. tf. 
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Resolved, That the President of this Conyention be, and 
he 18 hereby requested to have a Oonfederate Flag su^ 
and hoisted. 

Mr. Barksdale, fh)n4the committee on enroljied Of jSiSiaa- 
ces, made the following report : ' ^ 

Mr. President :— > ' - 

The eommittee on Enrolled Ordinaz^es-hltye lliis day ex- 
amined, an Ordinance to revise and lunend the law in re- 
lation to Fordgn Insurance Companies. Also, a resolution 
in relation to cefl^toin volunteer companies therein named, and 
found the same correctly enrolled. 

The Convention r^umed the consideration of tAe unfin- . 
ished bui^ness pending the adjournment, to-wit : 

The report of the committee on the permanent CoiiMStu- 
tion- adopted at Montgomery. 

The Question bdng on the adoption Of the amendment^ 
offered by Mr. Fontaine, as a substitute for the amendment 
offered by Mr. Wood, of Atlala.' 

Pending the question, on motion the Convention adjourn- 
ed until eight o'clock, p. m. 

Mr. Harris being entitled to the floor. , ' ' 



mows O'OLOCK, p. «. 



The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Plourney, 

Resolved, That the dfebate on the various matters propo- 
sed for theratification of the Constitution adopted at Mont- 
gomery, be closed at one o'clock, to-morrow/ and that the 
Convention then proceed to take a vote. ' /» 

The Convention resumed the consideration of the unftn- 
ished busines, pending the adjournment, to-wit : 

The report of the select committee of' five on the perma- 
nent Constitution. 

The question being on the adoption of the amendment of 
Mr. Fontaine, ae a substitute for iJie amendment of Mr. 
Wood, of Attala. * > , 

Fending the question, on motion of Mr/ Clayton, of Mar- 
shall, the Convention adjournediuntil 9 o'dock, to^oAorrow 
morning, . - ' , > . • 

'Mr.' Wright being entitled to the floor. 
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.:.jR^ - i iVTHIirRSDAY, Mabch 28th, 1^61^. 

The Journal of yesterday wsis read and approved. 

The Convention resumed the consideration of the unfin- 

jnt, ta-wit: 
of ftve on the perma- 

1 of the amendment of 
e apae^dment of, Mr. 

On motion of Mi;. Clapp, the further consideration of 
the unfinished busineas vas suspendeid to enable him to in- 
trodjEtee the.foltowing tesolution : 

Resohedy That the resolution adopted on yesterday, **that 
tb^ 4£Lbate an the various matters proposed for the ratifica- 
tion pf the Cortstittttioft be closed at one o'clock, to-day," 
be and the same is hei^eby rescindedt 

On his further motion, the resolution was adopted* 

The Convention again resumed the consideratipn of the 
unfinished business. 

Pending further action, on motion of Hr. Wright, the 
Convention adjourned until 3 o'clock, p. m. 

Mr. Rogers being entitled to the ^r. 



THREE o'clock, P. 



The. Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Glenn from the select committee to whom was re- 
ferred an Ordinance to authorize the entry and sale of waste 
and unappropriated lands in the State of Mississippi, re- 
ported the same back to the Convention with amenaments 
and recommended its passage as. amended, which was re- 
ceived and agreed to, and the Ordinance as amended read 
the first tiioe. 

On Us motion, the rule was suspended and the Ordinance 
passed as amended. 

Ml. Glenn, by leave, introduced an Ordinance in rektion 
totbeLand iDffie^ at Paulding, in Jasper oonnty, which 
was read the first time and laid on the table. 
ito. Bullard offered flie foUoFiog resolutiOiH vjiich.were 
unanimously adopted, to-wit : 

iZesoJi^ by the People of Mississippi in Convention as* 
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aembled, That the prompt response of the gallant Mississippi 
Volunteers to the call of the President of the Confederate 
States, deserves the highest ^^pmendation of the Conven- 
tion, and gives the strongest assurance of attachment of 
the people of Mississippi to the common cause. 

2a. That the Oonventioa.deeqis, it proper to convey to 
the Volunteers the assurance that Mississippi will promptly 
attach herself tQ tlie QQjpSed^TB.oj to whose standard hcur 
citizen .soldiers are raUymgl ' ;, . ^ '• *" . " 

,^. r~ ' President of fhis Convention TeWraph 
these r o the officers in command of the. Volun- 

teers ai id request him to cause them tQ be read 

at the 1 mpanies*' ' . , , .}(»•• 

On I [r. Deason, ' ' ? 

Beaolvedf That a committee of three be appointed to take 
intjo coQsiderfition the propriety of purchasing a sufficient 

auantity .of Qom for the pdor of the different coijnties of 
lis ^tate, and report by resolution or otherwise. 
The President appointed as said committee, Messrs. Dea- 
son, Taylor and Harris. 
Mr- Glenn introduced the following resolution: > , ' 

Whereas, reliable and satisfactory information has been 
laid before this Convention that many members of the bar, 
and many suitors in the courts of this State, are now ab- 
sent in tiie service of the Confederate States; therefore 
be it . ^ 

Resolvedf hy the Convention of thej)eople of Misdssi/ppi^ 
That the judges of the various circuit courts of this State, 
as well 9S the justices of the peace, be and they are hereby 
earnestly requested and recommended as well as authorized 
to suspend the sessions of their tribunals as to the trial of 
civil and chancery cases in court, during the spring and 
summer of the present year ] jnyviaed^ that such courts shall 
proceed to the trial of. all criminal causes in said courts ac- 
cording to tne due bourse of law. 
On his motion the resolution was laid on the table for the 



The Convention resumed the coilsideration of the unfin- 
ished business pending tiie adjournment, to-wit : 

The report of tne select committee of five on the^perma-; 
nent Cons^tation. '^ 

The question iieing on the adoption of theamendm^t of 
Mr. Fontaine as a substitute for the amendment of iSr. 
Wood, of Attala, to the report of said committee. 
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Pending the qae8ti<m, on motion of Mr. Flonmey the 
Goivy^tion acyonmed nntQ 8 o^cloek, p. k. 



mOH* 0*CLOCK, p. M . ' 

Th^ Convention met pnrsuant to a^mniment. 

Mr. George, hj leare^ introduced an Ordinance in Irda- 
tion to judgmenti and decrees hercftofore rendered, and suits 
pending in the Federal conrts lately existing in: tlds State 
and the records thereof^ vhich was read the first time, and, 
on hu mpiicm hid on the taUe and two hundred copies or* 
dered to be i»intod. 

On moticm of Mr. Jones, of Bunfloweri 

Besdvedj That tixe debate on iShe permanent Ocmstitation 
of the Oonfederaie States shaU close, and a vote be taken 
on the questions inrolved, at or before the hour of 10 
o'clock, A. iL, to-morrow, the 29th inst, and that nO fhrther 
postponement be allowed. 

MX. Fontaine, from the military committee made the fol- 
lowing report : 

Mb. Pbbsident :— * - 

The military committee to whom Kas referred an Ordi- 
nance to repeal an Ordinance to regulate the military sys- 
tem of thp State, have had the same ui^der consideration, 
and have instructed me to report it back to the Convention 
with a recommendation that it do not pass. 

On his riiotion the report was received find agreed to. 
' Mr. Barksdale from the committee on enrolled Ordinances 
made the following report : 

Mr. Pbesident:— j 

The committee on enrolled Ordinances have examined an 
Qr4inance to authorize the entry and sale of waste and un- 
appropriated lands in the State of Mississippi ; Jilso, reso- 
lutions in relation to the Mississippi Volunteers, and found 
the same correctly enrolled. . - . . 

The Convention resumed the consideration of the unfin- 
ished bufihess, to-wit : , , 1 

TMj^rt of the js^ect , comipiti^ oi five on the penaa- 
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} >Tbe ^p9etk)ab#ig oa theadoftioQ of the am^dmont of 
ib*, V<mt»sBBi MH sabsbtiite for the amendment 0! Mr. 
Wood, of Attaltk^ t9 ttid Bm^ 

PeEdia^ the ({VifiS&oSii II&* Qht^n moved that the (km^ 
Tettti^maoQoiim imtir 9 o'elo^ 

Pe&ding H^ aption to ad^nrn^Mr. J. S. Davis, by leave 
ofli^ tiie fdlow^ resolution : 

Seaohed, That thif.Ccwre^lian adyomm, 9mc die^ on Sat^ 
urd^F, tha 30tb mt^t at 6^'olo<^» p« m. 

Iff. GfaokoBiBOved t^ lay th0 reaolfUJon on the table. 
. . Frtilit ^ iaN3« t^ Conveadon a^ommed ^til nine 
^'ctaSMMWrrow morning. km 



FRIDAY, March 29th, 1861. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 
,The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
The President presented to the Convention the following 
comnmnieation from the (Jovemor : 

Ekboutivb Office, Jackson, March 28th, 1861. 
Hon. W. S. Babby, 

• _ President of the Convention : — 

Sir,: i i^uld, through you, res{)ectfully call the attention 
of the Convention to the distressii^ condition of a large 
portion of the people of the central ^unties of this State, 
from lieake ana Attala to the sea shore. The excessive 
jelrOttght of last summer ruined their crops, bot^ com and 
cotton, 4Qd a considerable number of the people of that dia- 
tnct Mve not corn ^ougfa to enable ,them to live, and ara 
without the mesaa or cr^t to purchase bi:ead, ^ 

Knowing that it is only necessary^ for these* facts to be 
presented to the Convention to induce fhem to ^extend to 
t|it daititute^ the aid . required. I have' deemed it my duty 
to aak an investigation of the matter, and if the facts are as I 
amii^rmed and believe, I regard them as sufiGbi^t to war- 
rant me in invoking the frdl power of tibe State to awlv 
I jQia reffiHd;^^ fiod to effeet that I would i^espectfolly sunut 
the following suggestions : First, that eictraordina^ powers 
be given to the Boards of Police ot such countiea as aft 
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\ destitute of qprn, to use all county funds, school funds, &c.^ 
\ whicfe may be' tinder^efr ccjirtrc^ ft^ tte |M^i8e of corn, 
to be loaned to those who are ti^aWe'^ bSj^i '/geo^idl, tiiat 
thejr be em^ower^d fo'issti^e scrip beto&g SftdiiKli^ hi in- 
terest as Vnll enable them to dispose of it fbt 4to kmovnt of 
, funds tequf red: TSiird, that the State 'ad^ance^o Sdid coun- 
ties as a loan in Treasury notes, or moncTjr, a^iftttn sufficient 
to relieve t^eir distress knd =€rfVe hufiger from «Qi^ doors. 
Tfa» proposition is not d^afeable thdt all the powers and 
resources of the St^te ' must be 6x&au8ted, b^i^liteissip- 
■•' 5ians are permitted to starve. ' \ / -^ 

I iTould sfeS: leate farther to r6pa:«8cnttiiroi]^^ y^ to the 
Convention, that arms, ai^imtiEdMsh, t^litd, ^tlikig, Ac, 
were purchased in Mobile, for Mississippi troops, sent to 
Pensacola, in January last, which added to tiie otiier ex- 
penses exceeds by sev^pal thousand dollars the appropria- 
tion made by the Convention for their support. 

A further appropriation of four or five thousand dollars 
will be necessary to. settle the account of tiie Quarter-Mas- 
ter General, of &e State of Mississippi. 

The six tw^ty-four pounder guns, and the ammunition 
for the same, and u larg^ portion W the oih^ arms, received 
by me from the State of Louisiana, might be turned over to 
the Confederate States. * 

Three thousand of the muskets wilt be reqtdt^* to arm 
the troops of Mississipi)! : a considerable number of thmn 
have already been distnbuted to Volunteer Companies. 
Very respectfolly, 

JOHN J. PETTU*. 

On motion of Mr. Orr, the communication was referred 
to the select committee, raised (»iyeBfer€&y,ui^er &e res- 
olution offered by Mr. Deason. 

On motion of Mr. King, the unfinished bn^ees jading 
before theHDonvention, was suspend^ to enable wKi to iB- 
^odnce all Ordinance with the followki^ title^ * 

An Ordinance supplemental to an Ordini^ce ttitilledL an 
Ordinance to raise means f8r the d^Ssn^ of tbs State^ aoop- 
ted, the 26th day of^anuary, A. D. 1861, Whidh was w£a 
the first time. ^' * '.' **^ •^ .-^a 

' Oi\hi^m6tion, the Tule was' suspend^d^a^'Uld Ordinanea 
'adopted. * - . * .. : ; ^ 

^ ^e Convention then ifesnmed the doiiilderA6<tt. of tito 
unfinished business, to-wit: » /.v; . . .' 
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^^i€Lqcyesijk>Q bm on the adoption of the amendiaeiit of 
Mr. JP^nim as a substitute for the amendment of Ip. 
Woodi pt Attala, as a aibstitute for the Ordinance reported 
by the Committee. • t 

Kie discussion being eroded, the Convention proceeded to 
taJke the vote!.' r 

The question waej first taken on the adoption of Mr. Fon- 
taine's amendment, as a sub^titiite for the amendment of Mr. 
Wood, of Attala, and decided in the negative by yeas and 
nays as follows : 

Y^EAS — Messrs. Anderson, Aldridge, Barksdale, Beene, 
Bonds, Clayton, of Lowr^ides, Cummings, J. S. Davis, Den- 
son, Flourney, Fontaine, 'Gholson, Herring, Keith, King, 
Marshall, Miller, of Pontotoc, Rogers, Re3molds, Sanders, 
Smart, Stephens, Tison, Taylor, Wood, of Attala, Yerger 
and Toung — 28. 

.Nays— Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Backstrom, 
Booth, Brantleyy Brooke, Blair, Berry, BuUard, Bookter,^. • 
Clayton, of Marshall, Catchings, Colbert, Clapp, 0. Davis, 
Deaa^; DouglaS) Dyer, Deason, Eckford, Farrar, Fizer, 
G.^rg^,^leBn, Gibson, Gwin, Harris, Hill, Holt, Isom, 
Johnson, b^ De Soto, Jones, Keirn, Kennedy, Lea, Lamar, 
LewW^, , Lewis, ; McGhee, of Boliw, McGhee,- of Panola/ 
Miller/of TuniCf^'K'eely, J^elscm, drr/,Pattison, Powell, of 
Covington, tq5feD,,of Jon^, Semmee, Terral, Thompson, 
Vajjgm]Lj.WiJtty,.W^ Wilkinson, Woods and Wright 

M^. Gholsop offei^ed ^ afuendment as a substitute for the 
amendment of Mr. Wood, of Attala, entitled, "an Ordinance 
to provide for the ratification by tiie pet^e of the State of 
Mi£fj|iBsif p|,f the; Constitution of the Confederate States of 
Ainerica, adopted^ by the Congress of the Confederate 
Stat<53;pf America, March, llth, 1861." 

Mi*, (Jipkon moyedthe adoption of his amendment wiicji. 
was decided in the negative by yeaa and nays as follows : 

y^AB-rMes^ps. Aldridge, BariidaJe, Brooke, ;Be^,Blairv ^ 
Bonds, Clayton, of Lowndes, (pummings, Cplbert, J. S. ; 
Dayifii, Op'arrarj'Flourney^ FontaineJ Gholson, Herring, King, 
Leipars, Marshall; .Miller, of Pontotpc, Powdl of Jones, 
Epgers, Reynolds, Sander^, Smart, Sumner, Stephens, Tison, - 
Tav^^ WinQji§§tey,;WTigbt, Yejrger'apd 1rounff~32r 
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stroi/Booth, Brantley, Berry, Bullard, Bookter, Clayton, 
of Marshall, Catchings, Clapp, 0. Davis, Dease, Douglas^ 
Dyer, Deason, Eckford, Edwards, Fizer, George, Gfenn, 
Gibson, Gwin, Harris^ Hill, Holt, Isom, Johnston, of De 
Soto, Jones, Keim, Keith, Kennedy, Lea, Lamar, Lewis, 
Mayson, McGhee, of Bolivar, McGhee, of Panola, Miller, 
of Tunica, Neely, Nelson, Orr, Pattison, Powell, of Coving- 
ton, Semmes, Terral, Thompson, Vaughn, Witty, Wilkinson, 
Woods, Wood of Attala— 53 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the 
amendment of Mr. Wood, of Attala, to the report of the 
majority committee, and decided in the negative by yeas 
and nays as follows : 

Yeas — ^Messrs. Barksdale, Blair, Bonds, Clayton, of 
Lowndes, Cummings, Colbert, J. S. Davis, Denson, Parrar, 
Gholson, Herring, King, Marshall, Rogers, Reynolds, Sum- 
ner, Stephens, Taylor, Winchester, Wood, of Attala, Wright, 
Yerger and Young — 23. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Anderson, Baldwin, Back- 
strom. Booth, Brantly, Brooke, Beene, Berry, Bullard, Book- 
tor, Clayton, of Marshall, Catehings, Clapp, 0. Davis, 
Dease, Douglas, Dyer, Deason, Eckford^ Pizer, Fontaine, 
George, Glenn, Gibson, Gwin, Harris, Hill, Holt, Isom, 
Johnston, of DeSoto, Jones, Keim, Keilh, Kennedy, Lea, 
Lamar, Lewis, Mayson, McGhee, of Bolivar, McGhee, of 
Panola, Miller, of Pontotoc, Miller, of Tunica, Neely, Net * 
son, Orr, Pattison, Powell, of Covington, Semmes, TerraJ, 
Tison, Thompson, Vaughan, Witty, Wilkinson and Woods 
—56; « . 

Mr. Yerger then moved the adoption of the Ordinance 
reported by him as the minoritjr of the committee as a sub- 
stitute for the Ordinance reported by the majorily, whidi 
wasr decided in the negative by yeiaij and nays as follows : ' 

Yeas — Me^rs. Blair. Bon^s, Cummings, Gholson, Her- 
ring, Marshall, Reynolds, Sandejrs, Sumner, St(^hens, Tay- 
lor, Yerger and Ybung^lS. . 

Nats — Mr. President, Messrs: Anderson, Aldridge, Barks- 
dale, Baldwin, Backstrom, Boofli, Brantley, Brooke, Beene, 
Berry, Bullard, Bopktei^, Clayton, of Jfiwrtihall, Clayton, of 
Lowndes, Catdungs, Colbi^t, Clapp, 0/ Davis. J. S. Davis, - 
D0ad^, Bdctpaa, D^ar, Deason, Ecyba^d,Fairtar; fizer, Fon- 
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taine, CUeim, Gibson, Gwin, Harris, Hill, Holt, Isom, John- 
stoiiy of De Soto, Jones, Keirn, Keith, Kennedy, King, Lc», 
Lamar, Lewers, Lewis, Mayson, McGhee, of Bolivar, 
McGhee, of Panola, Miller, of Pontotoc, Miller, of Tunica, 
Neely, Nelson, Orr, Pattison, Powell, of Covington, Powell, 
of Jones, Rogers, Senunes, Terral, Tison, Thompson, Yaughn, 
Witty, Winchester, Wilkinson, Woods and Wright— 66. 

Mr. Rogers offered an Ordinance entitled, an Ordinance 
to ratify the Constitution of thfe Confederate States of 
America, adopted, March 11th, 1861, as a substitute for the 
report of the majority committee. 

On motion of Mr. Clapp the amendment was laid on the 
table, upon a call of the yeas and nays, as follows : 

Yeas — ^Mr. President, Messrs. Anderson, Baldwin, Back- 
strom. Booth, Brantley, Berry, Bullar^, Bookter, Clayton, 
of Marshall, Clayton, of Lowndes, Catchings, Clapp, 0. 
Davis, Dease, Douglas, Dyer, Deason, Eckford, Farrar, Fizer, 
Fontaine, George, Glenn, Gibson, Gwin, Hill, Holt, Isom, 
Jones, Keirn, Keith, Lea, Lamar, Lewis, Mayson, McGhee, 
of Bolivar, Miller, of Pontotoc, Miller, of Tunica, Ndely, 
Nelson, Orr, Pattison, Powell, of Covington, Powell, of 
Jones, Semmes, Terral, Thompson, Vaughn, Witty, Win- 
chester, Wilkinson and Woods— 53. 

Nayb — Messrs. Beene, Blair, Bonds, Cunmiings, Colbert, 
J. S. Davis, Denson, Flourney, Gholson, Herring, Johnston, 
of De Soto, Kennedy, King, Lewers, Marshall, McGhee, of 
Pajiola, Rogers, Reynolds, Sanders, Sumner, Stephens, Tison, 
Taylor, Wood, of Attala, Wright, Yerger and Young — 27. 

No other amendments being offered, on motion of Mr, 
Glenn, the report of the majority comnuttee was agreed to. 

Mr. Glenn moved that the Ordinance reported by tiie 
committee be considered as engrossed and put upon its pas- 
sage, which was decided in the affirmative. 

The question was then taken on the passage of the Ordi* 
nance and decided in the affirmative, by yeas and nays as 
follows : 

Yeas — ^Mr. President, Messrs. Anderson, Aldridge, Barks- 
dale, Baldwin, Backstrom, Booth, Brantley, Brooke, Beene, 
Blair, Berry, Boads^ Bollard, B»kter, Clayton, of Marshall, 
Clayton, of Lowndes, Catcbin|B, Colbert, Clapp, O. Davis, 
J. S. Davis; Deaae, Denson, Dd^iafl, DyeE, Deason, Eckford, 
Ddvwds, Farrar, Fi^^r, Fontaine, George, ^lean, Gibaou, 
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uGhpIcKm^ GvU, Harris, Herring, Hill, Holt, Laom, Johnston, 
jof Be SbtO, Jones, Keim, KeiSi, Kennedy, King, lica, La- 
mar, Lewers, Letris^ Mayson, McGhee, of feolivar, McGhee, 
of Paiiola, Miller, of Pontotoc, l^ler, of Tunica,. Neely, 
1 Nelson, Orr, Parker, Pattieon, Powell^ of Covington, Pow- 
ell, of Jones, Rogers, Sen>mes, Smart, Terral, Tison, Taylor, 
Thompson^ Vanghn, Witty, Winclxoster, Wilkinson, Woods, 
Wright and Young— 78. 

KxtB — Messrs. Oummii^^ Marshall, Reynolds, Saiiders, 
Ste|ihens, Wood, of Attila, and Yei*ger— 7. 

Ordered that the title stand as stated; 

On motion of Mr. Brooke, the President was requested 
to tel^n*aph the action of the Convention upsDn the ratifica- 
tion of the Constitution, to Major General Charles Cltjrk, 
at Mobile, Presid&t Jefferson Davis and HOn. — Ja- 
meson, President of the Convention of the State of Soutii 
Carolina. 

Previous to the Convention proceeding to take tte vote 
npon the various propositions submitted for the ratification 
of the Constitution, Mr. Glenn stated that Mr. Hurst and 
Mr. iBarker had agreed to piir off, and not vote upon any 
. of the propositions, except the Ordinance reported by the 
m^rity committee. 

The President communicated to the Convention a dispatch 
from Major G^eral Charles Clark, at Mobile, that the res- 
olutions of the Convention, in relation to the Mississippi 
Volpnteers had been received and would be read to the 
troops. , 

Mr. Barksdale from the committee on Enrolled Ordinan- 
ces reported that they bad examined an Ordinance supple- 
uiental to an Ordinance entitied, an Ordinance to raise 
means fbr the de&nae of the State, adopted the 26th day of 
January, A. D. 1861 ; An Ordmance to adopt and ratify the 
Constitution, adopted by the C6ilvention, at Montgomery, 
AlabJama, a^d finioH the samis ccnrrebtiy^nrblled. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, \xf Sunflower, the Convention 
adjourned until three o'clock, p. m. 



X&^ CcnvBiktion mi^ Pursuant tri acljcmrnment. 
HnGI^oflEerea tiie fi^Udwi^g roadntion wUcb was 
adopted : ; 
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;: • Mesdveij JTjat the President of the Comreatioii be and 

.. lie iSliereby instructed upon the final adjournment of this 
body, to issue certificates in favor of Hons- H. W. Walter, 

. . Sainiuei Benton, James R. Chalmers and Israel Welsh, lor 

'. sach sums resjw^tively as their mileage and jper diem, during 
ithe present ciUed session would amount to, they being del- 

r. Agates to this Convention^ whose absence is occasioned by 
ih^respose to the call iof the State Executive for volun- 

. teer troops, to he placed at the dii^posal of the Government 

. of the Confederate States. 
» i Leave of absence was granted Mr. Yerger. 
, Mr. Holt presented resolutions authorizing the Governor 
to loan to the several counties, deficient in a supply of corn, 

^ :aiteffioiQit amount in Treasury notes to meet their actual 

..lifecsteiiies under. certain prdvisions therein mentioned. 

• On his. motioll tiie resolutions were referred to the com- 
.mittee raised cm- yesterday upon the same subject. 

Mr. Gholson olBFered the following resolution, and moved 

.iita adoptioii, to-wit : ^ 

: Mesalved, That a committee of be appointed with 

instructions to report an! Orfinance to divide the State of 
Mississippi into ^even Congressional districts. 

The question was taken on the adoption of the resolution 
and decided in the negative. 

: ^ On motion of Mr. Glenn, the resolution authorising the 
juages of the various circuit courts of this State, as well as 
the iJustic^ of the peace to suspend the sessions of their 

. i'tribuiMils Jis to the trial of civil and chancery case^ in court 

:i during the spring and summer of the present year, was call- 
ed fipom the table. 

Mr. Orr offered the following amendilient as a substitute 
for the resolution : 

Besolved, That the resolution be referred to a committee 
of five, with instructions to inquire into, the expediency of 
suspending the enforcement of decrees, judgments, execu- 
tions; mortgages and deeds of trust for nine months. 
; Mr. Anderson moved to lay the original resolution on the 
table, whidt was lost. 
Mr. Orr, by leave of the Oonventioft,.witiidr^lu8«m^d- 

[ ,m^t -.0 '■ , . , : ^-^ .;; 

The question was then taken oii the addpftioa of Mr- 

^Jlfina^ resojxrtiqa aad decided in tbe.n^itive, by.yeaSi and 
nays as follows: / 

^ Yeas — Messrs. Brantly, Brooke, Blair, Oolb^ptf Ciwon, 
C— 9 
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Deason, Flourn^, Gleno, QholsoD, Harris, Keith, King, 
McQhee, of Bolivar, Miller, of Pontotoc, Miller, of Tunica, 
Neely, Orr, Parker and Vaughn — 19 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs, Anderson, Aldridge, 
Barksdale, Baldwin, Backstrom, Booth, Beene, Bonds, Bul- 
lard, Clayton, of Lowndes, Cummings, Clapp, 0. Davis, 
Dcji^e, Dyer Eckford, George, Gjbson, Gwin, Holt, John- 
ston, of l>e Soto, Jones, Keirn, Kennedy, Lea, Lewers, La- 
mar, Lewis, Marshall, Mayson, McGhee, of Panola, Nelson, 
Pattison, Reynolds, Saiders, Semmes, Sumner, Stephens, 
Tison, Taylor, Thompson, Witty, Wilkin8on,Woods,Wright, 
and Young — 46. 

f 

Mr. Fontaine introduced an Ordinance to suspend actions 
• for the collection of certain debts, which was read tiie first 
and second times under a suspension of the rule. • 

Mr. Brooke offered the following amendment, which was 
adopted, to-wit : 

Frovide4, That no merchant who avails hiniself of the 
benefits of this Ordinance shall be permitted to dun or sue 
a customer for any debt for goods purchased or bought from 
the creditor whose debt he seeks to avoid* 

On motion of Mr. 0. Davis, the Ordinance and amend- 
ment was laid on the table. 

Mr. Deason from the committee of three, to whom was re- 
ferred a resolution in relation to reporting an Ordinance for 
the relief of the poor of the State, reported an Ordinance 
entitled, " an Ordinance to relieve the destitution of the 
people of the State of Mississippi," with a recommendation 
that it do pass, which was received and agreed to and the 
Ordinance read the first time. 

On his motion the rule was suspended and the Ordinance 
read a second time. 

Mr. Harris offered the following amendment which was 
adopted, to-wit : 

That the Boards of Police of the several counties who 
may receive money under this Ordinance, be andHiey are 
hereby authorized and required to levy a special tax for the 
payment of the same. 

Mr. Aldridge moved to amend by striking oat tiie tUrd 
section, which was lost. - - ^ 

On motioti Off Mr. Clapp the Ordinance was recommitted 
to the same commi^liee. 

On motion of Mr. Dease, Hr. Olapp was added tQ tb9 
-committee^ i *^ 
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• Mr. Barksdale made the.folJp^WHig report : . r a , - 

Mb. Pbesident: — ^ , ' ! . -^ 

The committee on Enrolled Ordinances have e?a.min0^ - 
and found correctly enrolled, an Ordinance iii relation to 
lands in the State of Mississippi belonging to Indian 0J^ 
phans ; Also, resolutions in relation to the Secretary . , 
of the Convention. 

Leave of absence was granted Messrs. Backstrom, Bui- • 
lard and Denson. 

Mr. Brooke. introduced an Ordinance in reference to-ibft^ . 
Marine Hospital, at Vickshurg, which was read the, firs)tT, 
and second time under a suspension of the rule. ' • ^ ' \ 

On his motion the Ordinance was considered as engross- * 
ed read the third time and passed, with title as stated. . , . 

Mr. Miller from the committee on State Constitution re- . 
ported an Ordi^nce to amend tihe constitution of the State', 
of Mississippi, 16 several particulars, and recommended Its \, 
passage, which was received and agreed to, and tl^cf OrdJr <;' 
nance read the first and second times under a suspension <(H ' 
the rule. ; / . ' '^^^ . 

On his motion the Ordinance was considered as engro^- ' 
ed, read the third time JEtfid passed, with title as stated^' , 
- Mr. Orr introduced an Ordinance to a.mend an Ordinance 
entitled, an Ordinance to regulate the Military system of 
the State of Mississippi, which was read the first and sec- - 
ond time under a suspension of .tlie rule. 

On his motion, therulp-was further suspended and the, j! 
Ordinance read a third time. , , [ . 

The question was then taken on the, passage o^ the.Or:,.^ 
dinance and decided in the negative. . . \ ^ 

Mr. Clapp from tlie select committee to T^hom wap'.ro-jwj 
ferred a resolution in relation to. the destitution of the.pooi^ '. 
in certain portions of the State, reported an, Ordipanc.e,|bri ., 
the relief of certain counties of this Stat^ and recpmip^nd- ' 
ed its passage, which was received an4 agreQ^ tOi anditl^e, * 
Ordinance read the first time. .' r . , ,? , , . ^ 

On his motion the rule was suspended an4 the Ordiiwwipd.„ 
read the second time. 

On his farther motion the Ord in ance was considered as 
engrossed and read the third time. 

The qnestion was then ^jg|\ itm the p^issage of the Or* 
dinance and decided in the amrmatlve upon a call of the 
yewandnay^asfoUpwa: , ^,.,, .,, ,^ -^ 
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thorizmg the inyestaaent of trust fimds in ttito jPubUo saca- 
ritiesof the State of Mississippi, or of the Confederate 
States, which was read the first and second times ni^der a 
suspension of the rule. 

On motion of Mr. Fontaine the Ordinance was lai4 on 
the ta1)le« 

The chairman, Mr. Gholson, presented the following 
communication : 

Jackson, Mississippi, March 30th, 1861. 
Hon. W. S. Bakbt, 

Sir: Enclosed in parcel please find an enlarged photo* 
graph of the State Seal, or Coat of Arms. Enowing that 
it was not adopted and that it perhaps would be forgot^ I 
take the liberty of sending it to you for the inspection of 
the Convention, with a description or explanation of the 
same. All of which is respectfully submitted^ 

M. L. CARLISLE; 

The Ma^olia represents the beauty of the State in 
which the bird of liberty has chosen to build her nest, and 
rear her young. The nest is cautiously approached by a 
serpent, which, without molestation has been tolerated to 
obtain a position whereby be imagines to make an easy con- 
quest of his prey, and is in the attitude of striking the fatal 
blow, when the mother, ever watchful, and seeing the actu- 
al danger of her young, seizes the serpent in her talons. 
The serpent being represented as writhing in the agonies 
of death — a just retribution for his temerity. And so with 
the South ; she had tolerated the serpent until it became 
dangerous to her peace and prosperity, when her thture 
safety prompted the fatal blow that leaves him powerless 
in her grasp. 

The cotton, the pj^w and steamer represent^ wealth, ag- 
riculture and commercCi while the citizen soldier, arms and 
fortifications represent our defences. 

Mr. Orr offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted, to-wit : 

Resolved^ That tne State of Mississippi hereby subscribes 
for five hundred copies of the proceedings, debates, etc.^ of 
the first session of this Convention, as published by J. L^ 
Power ; provided^ that he add thereto the proceedings and 
Ordinances of this session, and the debates in full on the 
ratification of the permanent Constitution of the Confed- 
erate States of America. And^ proMed further, That 
the cost of each volume shall not exceed one doUa^r and 
fifty cents ; and when the said work is published, ou^ copy 
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. shall be sent to eaeh member of tliis Gonventioii, and the 
balance delivered to the Secretary of State, fifty copies to 
be preserved in his office, and the balance to be distributed 
among ihe several courts of this State, and on the certifi- 
cate of the Secretary of State that the terms of this reso- 
Intion have been complied with, the Auditor shall issue his 
warrant in behalf of the said J. L. Power. 

Mr. Catchings introduced an Ordinance to abrogate and 
annul the first and second sections of an Ordinance, adop- 
ted on the 26th day of January, 1861, entitled, an Ordi- 
nance to provide for the representation of the State of 
Mississippi in the Congress of the Southern Confederacy, 
which was read the first and second time under a suspen- 
sion of the rule. 

Mr. Catchings, by leave, withdrew the Ordinance, where- 
upon Mr. George introduced an Ordinance appointing A. 
M. Clayton, W. S. Barry, J. A. P. Campbell, W, Brooke,* 
W. P. Ilarris and Jas. T. Harrison, representatives or del- 
egates from this State in the provisional Congress of the 
Confederate States of America, which was read the first 
and second time under a suspension of the rule. 

Mr. Dyer offered the following amendment : 

Amend by striking out of the second section the words 
"tnt^ voce'' and insert in lieu thereof the words "by ballot," 
which was adopted. 

Mr. Aldridge offered the following amendment, amend 
by^ way of additional section as follows : 

Seotion 3. Be U further Ordained, That we cordially ap- 
prove ahd endorse the action of our delegates at Montgom- 
ery* 

Which was adopted. 

On motion- of Mr. Oeorge, the rule was further suspended 
and the Ordinance read the third time. 

The question was then taken on the passage of the Or- 
dinance as amended, and decided in the affirmative. 

Ordered that the title stand as stated. 

Mr. Clapp introduced an Ordinance to provide a coat of 
arms and a flag for the State of Mississippi, which was 
read the first and second time under a suspension of the 
rule. 

On his motion the rule was further suspended, the Ordi- 
nance considered as engrossed and read the third time. 

The question was then taken on the passage of the Ordi' 
nance and decided in the afbrmative. 

Ordered that the title stand as stated. 
0—12 



Digitized by 



Google 



44 

Mr. George introduced an Ordinax^eef to dsefiaeiie pow- ' 
er of the Legislature of this State in relation to the Oydi- 
nanees and resolutions adopted by this Convention, which 
was read the first time. 

On his motion the rule was suspended* the Ordinanoe 
read the second time and referred to the committee on State 
Constitution. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Sunflower, the committee ad- 
journed until 3 o'dock, p. m. 



THBBB CLOCK, P. M. , .:/. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. - 

Mr. George offered the following resolution whiob,Wft9;j 
adopted, to-wit : : , . 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this Convention tji^t.^fee 
government under the permanent Constitutipn of the Con- 
federate States, should be organized and put into operation-, 
at as earlv a period as practicable and consistent with itte;- 
public safety, and that the delegated of this State to the 
Provisional Congress be requested to urge the polipy i^di- ^ 
cated by this resolution upon that body. 

Mr. Wood, of Attala, offered the following resoi^tioilj , -j 
which was lost, to-wit : ^ • . . > 

Resolved, That M. L. Carlisle, who kindly pres^ted ft) 
this Convention an imperial size photograph of the Sta^ 
seal of Mississippi, be granted the exclusive right to pho* • 
tograph or lithograph the same,- as modified by re^plutioii 
of this body. Provided^ that this shall not interfere witt * 
the right of any ofiBcer of this State to use said s^al ^ pJB," 
cial business. 

On motion of Mr. Harris the Ordinance to repeal tbf^ ,- 
Orjlinance entitled, an Ordinance to regulate the Military ^ 
system of the State of Mississippi, and an Ordinance .tQ : 
raise means for the defense of the State, was called- up; 

Mr. Harris moved the adoption of the Ordin^^nce. 

On motion of Mr« George, the Ordinance.^ad laid on ihp 
table. f 
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TbM c^Honndn, Mr. GhDlsbo, presestedtbe JDtto^Bg com- 
munication from the Hon. J»L. Alcorn : . / 

4 Friar's Point, Miss., March 25, 1861. 

Hon. W. S. Barry, 

President of Mississippi Conventim: 

Jackson, Mississippi. 

Sir: I regret »that serious indisposition, whereby I KaVe 
been confined to my room for the past fonr dajrs, demObs 
me the pleasure and privily of attending the called ses- 
sion of the Convention. Be kind ^cmgfa to inform the 
Convention. Very respectfully, ? 

Your obedient scrv't, 

J. L. ALCORN. 

Mr. Miller from the comiinittee on State Constitution, to 
whom was referred an Ordinance to define the poweir ef 
the Legislature of this State in relation to the Orainances 
and resolutions adopted by this Convention, reported the 
same back to the Convention with a recomm^dation tiiat 
it do pass, which was received and agreed to. 

Onmo^iiionof Mr. George themle was suG^nded the 
Ordinance read the third time and passed, with titie as 
stated. 

Mr. Anderson introduced an Ordinance making c^tam* 
appropriations therein named, which was read the first time^ 

On bis motion the rule was suspended, the Ordinance ' 
read the second and third time and passed. - 

Ordered, that the title stand as stated. 

Mr. Marshall introduced an ordinance eupplahentat to 
an Ordinance entitled, an Ordinance to raise nieaas fbc the 
defense of the State, adopted January 26tfa, 1861, which 
was read the first time. 

Mr. Anderson moved to lay tlie Ordinance on the table, 
which was decided in the aflSrmative, upon a caill of the 
yeafil and 6ays, as follows : ' 

Yeas — Mr. President Messrs. Anderfon, Aldridp^, 
Bark^dale, Booths Brantly,!. Bonds, Cla>ton, of Marshall, 
Clayton, of Lo\v?i?le<?, Colbert Clapp, 0. Davis, D^bp, 
Djec, Deasoui Pmilaine. Qeonre, Giteon^Barrw, Hjalt,lsjjm, 
Johnston, of De Soto, Joi^s;:Keirn, Keith, Kennedy, Eei, 
Lamar, Lewers, Lewis*, Mayson, McGhee of Bolivar, 
McOUieei of Panola, Miller, of Pontotoc, Miller, of Tu- 
nicak Neely, Nelsoit,^ Patrisbn, Sanders, Sumner, Taylor, 
Witiyt, Woods and Wri^hl^ 44; 
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Nays — Messrs. Baldwin, Brooke, Beene, Ghoison, Mar- 
shall, Orr, Rogers, Reynolds, Stephens, Tison, Thompson, 
Wood, of Attala, and Young — 13. 

On motion of Mr. Holt the Convention proceeded to the 
election of delegates to the Montgomery Convention, to fill 
the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of the Hon. W. 
S. Wilson. 

Ma^. Holt nominated the Hon, D. 0. Glenn. 

Mr. George nominated the Hon. J. A. Orr. 

The chairman appointed Messrs. Holt and ]$eene to act 
as tellers. 

Upon counting the votes, Mr. Glenn received 22 votes ; 
Mr, Orr received 27. votes ; Scattering, 2 votes. 

Mr. Orr having received a majority of all the votes cast 
was declared elected. 

Mr. Thompson offered a resolution authorizing the Audi- 
tor of Public Accounts to issue duplicate warrants to W. 
F. Huggins, assessor of the County of Chickasaw, and to 
Thomas M. Blackwell, Clerk of the Circuit Court of said 
county, to an amount not exceeding the sum of two hun- 
dred dollars each. 

Mr. Miller moved to lay the resolution on the table which 
was lost. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the res- 
olution and decided in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Tison, 

Beslovedj That the thanks of this Convention be and are 
hereby taadered to the Hon. W. S. Barry, for the dignified, 
aUe and courteous manner, in which he has presided over 
the deliberations of this body. 

On motion of Mr. Anderson, 

Resolvedy That the provisions of an Ordinance, adopted, 
January, 26, 1861, of this Convention, for the publication 
of the Ordinances and Journals, shall be applied to the 
publication of the Journal and Ordinances oi this session. 

On motion of Mr. Tison, 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be and are 
hereby tendered to E. P. Russell, Secretary of the Conven- 
tion,^nd Robt. C. Miller, Assistant Secretary, for the able 
and very effici^t manner in which they have discharged 
thdr respective duties. 

Mr. Fontaine introduced an Ordinance to authorize the 
Governor of the State of Mississippi to transfer volunteers 
to the service of the Government of the Confederate States, 
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whieli was read the fira;^ and ^^oond time under a soopen- 
don of the rtile« 

... Mr. Lamar moved to laj the. Ordinance on the table, 
which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Fontaine, the rule was suspended, the 
Ordinance read the third time and passed, with title as 
stated. 

On motion of Mr. Harris, 

Resolved^ That Mr. J. L, Power be allowed the sum of four 
dollars per day during the session of tl^s Convention for 
, the reports of its proceedings which have appeared in the 
Daily Mississippian. 

Mr. Barksdale i^ade the following report : 

Mr. President: — 

The Committee on Enrolled Ordinances have examined 
and found correctly enrolled, an Ordinance appointing A. 
M. Clayton, W. S. Barry, J. A. P. Campbell, W. Brooke, 
W. P, Harris, and Jas. T. Harrison, representatives or 
delates from this State in the Provisional Congress of 
the Confederate States of America ; an Ordinance to pro- 
vide a Coat of Arms and Flag for the State of Mississippi, 
an Ordinance to define the power of the Legislature of this 
State in relation to the Ordinances atd resolutions adopted 
by this Convention ; an Ordinance to authorize the Gov- 
ernor of the State of Mississippi to transfer volunteers to 
the service of the Confederate States of America ; an Or- 
dinance to provide for the appointment of electors for 
President and Vice President ot the Confederate States of 
America ; an Ordinance making certain appropriations 
therein named ; an Ordinance in relation to the Marine 
Hospital at Vicksburjj ; an Ordinance to alter and modify 
the Ordinance entitled, an Ordinance concerning the juris- 
diction and property of the United States in the State of 
Mississippi ; Resolution in relation to the organization of 
the Government under the Permanent Constitution of the 
Confederate States ; a resolution in relation to the publi- 
cation of the Journals and Ordinances of the present ses- 
sion of the Convention ; a resolution authorizing the Au- 
ditor of Public Accounts to issue duplicate warrants to W. 
T. Huggins and Thomas M. Blackwell ; a resolution in re- 
lation to the State of Mississippi subsmbing for five hun- 
dred copies of the proceeding, debates, &c., as published 
by J. L. Power. 

The Convention having completed the business before it* 
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Hr. Oibson movied that tlio'€oii^6nii{<)n a<I}oiJtd ^ki^Se. 

Before putting? the motion the Prep^dent^iSy : ^ f^:^'-^ 

OefUkmen of the Oimvention: I take this occasiin''^. re- 
tarn yon my vincere thanks for the persoiml kindnissi and 
nniform courtesy which yon have extended towards me in 
tibo discharge of my duties, and for the two resolutions ^- 
pressing your approbation. 1 assure you. that I prbfound- 
Jy appreciate these evidences of esteem ; they will be iamong 
tne proudest recollections of my life. For the manner ,in 
^hich yon frave discharged your duties aind. consummated 
tiie great work for which you were asserfibled, the people 
will gratefully Remember you, and for the final result t am 
sure no man nere need blush to the litest' mometit of his 
life. Aeain thanking you gentlemen of the Convention^ I 
now declare this body adjourned sine die. 

W. S. BARRY, 

E. P. Russell, Secretary. ' President. 
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CONSTITUTION 



OF THE 



STATE OF MSSISSIPPL 



Agsncs^E, iI.Deolaratio&ofnghte. 
n. Pistribulion of Powers, 
m. Legialatite Departtnetit. 
IV. Jamoittl Department. 



§ , v. EXecutiye Department ; mflitiA. 

VI. -Impeachmenta. 
Vn. General proviBions ; sUiTei. 

Amending Constitution; aohtdiile. 



ARTICLE I. 



DECLARATION OP JUGHTS. 



That tlie^enerol, great and essential principles of 
liberty and free government may be recoc^zed 

; £Uid established, WB declare : 
Section 1. That all freonen; *hen they forma i^^n- 

sociJtl compact, are. equal in rights; and that ^o,|^f°||^. 

men, or: set of nien^ are entitled to exdusiye, ^pa- j^ riglhto! 

rate public ^noknnents or privil^es ifroin 'the com- 

mimiiy, but in consideration of public servicesu > - 
Sec. 2. That all political power isv inherent in 

the people^ BaadallfreegeTemments are founded on . 

their aiitiiority and established for their benefit ; 
: apsd;' therefore, th^ have, at all times/ 1 an inalien- 
TaUe and indefeasible right to alter or ktiolisb tfa^r 
ijform of govemmelit in such manner as Jthfiy may 
•ithink expedient. ': i > 
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Sbo. 8. The exercise and eqo^ent of religious 
profession and worship, without discrimination,shaII 
n^i^rl^m^ forever be free to all persons in this State : Pro- 
wmb^ t7tt2ec2,Thatthe right hereby declared and establish- 
ed shall not be so construed as to excuse the acts 
^ of licentiousness, or justify practices inconsistent 
with the peace and sidety of the State. 

Sec. 4. No preference shall ever be given by 
law to any religiot^ sect or mode of worship. 

Sec. 5. That no person shall be molested for his 

opinions on any subject whatever, nor suffer any 

^ .^ civil or political incapacity, or acquire any civil or 

political advantage in consequence of such opinions, 

except in cases provided for in this constitution. * 

FrMdom ^^' ®* Every citizen may freely speak, write 

^jZjj^ and publish his sentiments on all subjects, being 

responsible for the abuse of that liberty. 

Sep. 7. No law shall ever be passed to curtail 
or restrain the lib^iy of speech or of the press. 

Sec. 8. In all prosecutions or indictments for 

libel, the truth may be given in evidence ; and if it 

Trath to shall appear to the j'ury that the matter charged as 

•^ ^M^ libelous IS true, and was published with goo^otives 

?*^~^ and for justifiable ends, the party shall be acquitted; 

aecatiraa ^^^ ^'^ J^^ ^^ "^^^ ^'^ ^S^* *^ determine the 
for libel. 1&^ B^i^d the facts. 

Sec. 9. That the people shall be secure in their 
persons, houses, papers and possessions, from unrea- 
sonable seizures and searches ;. and that no warrant 
to search any place, or to seize any person or thing, 
shall issue without describing the place to be 
searched, and the person or thing to be seized, as 
nearly as may be, nor without probable cause, sup- 
ported by oath or afSrmation. *' 

Sec. 10. That in all criminal prosecutions^ the 
accused halii a right to be heard by himself or 
counsel, or both ; to demand the nature and cause 
Md? ^how ^^ ^^ accusation ; to be confronted by the witnesses 
hnfd tad ag:^i^t ^^ J ^ have a compulsory process for ob- 
coQTioted. tainine witnesses in his favor ; and, in all prosecu- 
tions, by indictment or information, a speedy aad 
public trial by an impartial jury of the country 
where the offence was committed ; that he cannot 
be compelled to give evidence against himself ; nor 
can he oe deprived of his life, liberty or property, 
but by due course of law. 
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CONSTITUTION OF MISSISSIPPt. 

Sec. 11. No person shall be accused, arrested 
or detained, except in cases ascertained by law, and 
according to the form which the same has pre- /* 

scribed ; and no person shall be punished but in *^ 

virtue of a law established and promulgated prior 
to the offence, and legally applied. 

Sec. 12. That no person shall, for an indicta: 
ble offence, be proceeded against criminally byProcekl- 
information, except in cases arising in theland or^ppJnM- 
naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual ser-^i®*'**® 
vice, or by leave of the court, for misdemeanor in ^ *™^' 
oflSce. 

Sec. 13. No person shall, for the same offence, 
be twice put in jeopardy of life. or limb ; nor shall 
any person's property be taken or applied to public 
use without the consent of the L^slature, and 
without just compensation beine first made therefor. 

Sec. 14. That all courts shall open^ and every ., 

person, for an injury done him in his lands, goods, 
p«:^on or reputation, shall have remedy by due 
course of law, and right and justice administered 
without sale, denial or delay. 

Sec. 15. That no power of suspending laws 
diall be exercised except by the Legislature or its 
authority. 

Sec. 16. That excessive bail shall not be re- Bzcessive 
quired, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel pun- hwl* 
ishment inflicted. 

Sec. 17. That all prisoners shall, before con- 
viction,be bailable by sufficient securities, ^^ccept^^*^^™ 
for capital offencesj'where the proof is evident, or jji^l^^^ 
the presumption great;, and the privilege of theoorpas,^). • 
writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, un- 
less, when in a case of rebellion or invasion, the • 
public safety may require it. 

Sec. 18. That the person of a debtor, whcnw h* n 
there is not strong presumption of fraud, shall notdaftornot 
be dettdned in prison after delivering up his estate*^ be im- 
for the benefit of his creditors, in such a manner asP"*"^- 
shall be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 19. No conviction for any offence shall 
work corruption of blood or forfeiture of estate ; 
the L^islature shall pass no biU of attainder, ex 
post facto law, nor law for impairing the oligation 
of contracts. 
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y^ Sec. 20. No proper^ qualification for eligH)ilr 
ity to office, or for tEe nght of su^age, shall ever 
be.required by law in this State. 
The es- ^^^' ^^' ^^^^ ^^ estates of suicides shall de- 
lates of ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^ ^^ ^2&^^ of natural death ; and if 
suicides, any person shall be killed by casuality, there shall 
be no forfeiture by reason tiaereof, 

Sec. 22. That the citizens have a right, in a 
rjijjQ yl^l; peaceable manner, to assemble together for their , 
of petiliofa x3ommon good ; and to apply to those invested with 
the powers of government for redress of grievan- 
ces, or other purposes, by petition, address or re- 
m 
R i ght to itizen has a right to bear arms 

bear arms ir ' and of the State. 

fiding army shall be kept up 
No stand- w of the .Legislature ; and tlie 

ing army, m cases and at all times, be ii? 

*cept,&c g^ [jo the civil power. 

> soldier shall, in time of peace, 
be quartered in any house without the cpnsent ol 
the owner, or in time of war, but in the manner to 
bcprescribed by law. 

S?a 26- That no hereditary emoluments, privi- 
legeB or honors shall ever be granted or conferred- 
in this State. 
Sec. 27. Emigration from this State shall not 
Emigra- be prohibited, nor shall any free white citizen of 
tion, &c. ti^js State ever be exiled under any pretence what- 
ever. 
T r i al by ^^^ 2^* ^^^ ri^^ of trial by jury shall j'emain 
jury, inviolate. 

Sec. 29- No persoi;i shall be debarred from pro- 
Prosccu- secuting or defending any civil cause for or against 
tion f him or nerself, before any tribunal of this State, by 
suits. bim or herself or counsel, or both. 

Sec* so. J^o person shall ever be appointed or 
Tenure of fleeted, to any office in this State for liie or d^rine 
office. gQQ^ behavor ; but the tenure of all offices shall 
be for some limited period of time, if the person ap- 
pointed ^ or elected thereto shall so long behave 
welli , 
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CONCLUSION. 

To guard agaiusi transgressions of ikssd high 
powers herein delegated, we declare that every- s^ 

thing in this article is excepted out of the general 
powers of government, and shall forever remrflft ; 
inviolate : and that all laws contrary theretoror to 
the following provisions, shall be void : 

articlI n. 

DISTEIBUTION OP POWERS. 

Sec. 1. The powers of the government of the 
State of Missisappi shall be divided intp three dis: B iatribu- 
tinct departments, an^i each of them confide^ toa*^^** ^ 
separate body of magistracy, to-wit : tjiose which Pf ^®"' 
are legislative to one, those which are judicial te 
another, and those which are executive to another* 

Sec. 2. No persqn, or collection of person^, be- 
ing of one of those departments, shall exercise any . j 
power properly belonging to either of the othere, >[ 
except in the instences hereinafter expressly. dirjBC: 
ted or permitted. , r 

ARTICLE m. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

Sec. 1. Every free white male person of the ^ 
age of twenty-one years or upwards, who shall be 
a citizen of the Confederate States of America, . . 
and shall have resided in this Stat^ one year ;.;;' 

next proceeding an election, and the last four^w^Hfi?^ 
months within the county, city or town, in which ^®^"- 
he offers to vote, shall be deemed a qualified elec- 
tor \ and any such qualified elector, who may 
happei;i.to b% in any county, city or town, other:. ... . ;)/ 
than that of nis resi^dence, at the time of an elecljon^ . ^^a - ' 
or wJ^ shall have removed to any county, city pr ( - -? : 
town within four months proceeding theelectio^, r ' '^ 
from any coupty. city or town, in which he would ,[ ' ^ 

have been a qualified elector had he not so removed^ Z 
may vote for any State, or district officer, or mem- 
ber of Congress, for whoi4 he could ha^ vot^ in , 
the coxuaty of hfe residence, or t^e OQunty, city oij * 
town from which he may have so removed. 




^ 
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^.^r- ^' * Sec. 2. Electors shall, in all cases except in those 
^^ of treason, felony, or breach of the peace, be privi- 

Blectors. lodged from arrest during their attendance on elec- 
tions, and going and returning from the same. 

Sec. 3. The first* elections shall be by ballot, 
and^all future elections by the people shall be regu- 
lated by law. 

Sec. 4. The legislative powers of tliis State shall 
be vested in two distinct branches : the one to be 
styled "the "Senate," the othei*, "the House of Rep- 
resentatives," and both together "the Legislature of 
the State of Mississippi f and the style of their 
laws shall be, "5c it enacted by the Legislature of 
the Staie of Mississippi. 

Sec. 5. The members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives shall be chosen by the qualified electors, 
and shall serve for the term of two years, from the 
day of the commencement of the general election, 
and no longer. 

Sec. 6. The representatives shall be chosen 
every t\vo years, on the first Monday and day fol- 
lowing in November, 

Sec. 7. No person shall be a representative un- 
less he be a citizen of the Confederate States of 
Qualifica- America, and shall have been an inhabitant of 
tions. this State two years next preceeding his elec- 
tion, and the last year thereof a resident of the 
county, city or town for which he shall be chosen, 
and shall have attained the age of twenty-one years. 
Sec. 8. Elections for representatives for the 
Elections several counties diall be held at the placJl^ of hold- 
wbere to ing their respective courts, or in the several election 
befeld. districts into which the county may bo divided; 
Protnded, that when it shall appear to the legisla- 
ture that any city or town has a number of free 
W he n a ^^^ inhabitants equal to the ratio then fixed, such 
town or city or town shall have a separate representation, 
city enta- according to the number of free white inhabitants 
tied to Sep therein, which shall be retained so long as such ^ty 
•*•*• '^ or town shall contain a number of free white in- 
^J^^ habitants equal to the existing ratio, and thereafter, 
and during the existence of the right of separate rep- 
resentation in such city or town, elections for the 
cotmty in which such city <>t town, entitled to sepa- 
rate representation, !s situated, shall not be held in- 
such city or town : And provided, that if the residu- 
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nm or fraction of any city or towiventitled to gepa- ^ 
rate representation, shall, when added tb the residu- R«8idai 
urn in the county in which it may lie, be equal to the &c 
ratio fixed by law for one representative, then the 
aforesaid county, city or town, haying th^ largest 
residuum, shall be entitled to such'tepr^entation : 
And provided, also, That when there are :two or ... 
more counties adjoining, which hijiveresi^ujns pVer^ . . - , 
and above the ratio then fixed bv law if such i^si- • i . 
duums, wlien added together, will amount .to such 
ratio, in that case one representative shalf be ad- 
ded to that county ha^ng th6 largest r^duum. 

Sec. 9. The Legislature shall, at their first ses- 
sion, and at periods of not less.tfian every |bur, nor Enuaiefa- 
morc than every six years, until the yeaf 1845, and tion and 
thereafter at periods of not less than ^v^ry four nor appotfioB- 
more then every eight ye^rs, cause an' enumeration ment -* 
to be made of all the free white inhabitants of this . '-'-] 
State, and the whole number of representatives shall 
at the several periods of makii^ such enumeration, 
be fixed by the Legislature and apportioned among 
the several counties, cities or towns entitled to sep- 
arate representation, according to the number of ^ ^^ 
free white inhabitants in each, and shall not be less ^f*i^ 
than thirty-six nor more than one hundred : Provz-genti^res 
ded, however, That each county shall always be 
entitled to at least one representative. ' 

Sec. 10. The whole number of senators shall, 
at the several periods of making the enumeration 
before mentioned, be fixed by the Legislature, and 
apportioned among the several districts to beSemtow, 
established by law, according to the number of free *^ 
white inhabitants in each, and shall never be less 
than one-fourth nor more than one-third of the-: 
whole number of representatives. 

Sec. 11. The senators shall be chosen by the 
qualified electors for four years, and on th& being Komber, 
convened in consequence of the first election, they *c. 
shall be divided by lot from their respective dis- 
tricts into two classes, as neai*ly equal as can be, 
and the seats of the senators of the first class shall 
be vacated at the expiration of the second year. 

Sec. 12. Suchmodeofclassifying new addition- g--^^^ 
al senators shall be observed as will as nearly as pos- « en ^q a 
sible preserve an equality of members iq e^ch cIl^^sa^filasBifitd. 
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^ ' .Se(^. is:'' "triifin n, senatorial district shall be 

B oouuties, it shall not "be 
my county belonging to 
county shall be divided in 

shall be a senator unless he 
?derate States oF America, 
nhabitant of this State for 
5 his election, and the last 
)f the district for which he 
I have attained the age of 

of Eepresentatives, when 

I speaker and its other of- 

Jl choose a president and 

se shall judge of the quali- 

f its own members, but a 

>e determined in such man- 

^ law . A majority of each 

quorum to do business, but 

joijrnfrom day to day,^d 

ice of absent members, in 

ach penalties as each house 

:;^ may provide. 

Powers ^^^* ^^- Each house may determine the.rul^'of 

f e»c h its own proceedings, punish members for disorderly 

house, behavior, and, with the consent of two-thirds, expel 

a member, but not a second time for the samecause; 

- and shall have all otherpowersnecessary fora branch 

-^ i.,, ;* of the legislature of a free and independent State. 

Sec. 17. Each house shall keep a journal of its 

J mftk P^oc^^i^gs, and publisl^ the same; and the yeas and 

of ye»8^^y® of the members of either house, on any ques- 

and nays, ^ion, shall, at the desire of any three members pres- 

. ent, be entered on the journal. 

_^';A Sfiq, 18. When vacancies happen in either 

y^^^!^^ house,' the Governor, or the person exercising the 

powers of the Governor, shall issue.writs of elec- 

tiojis to fill such vacancies. 

Sec. 19. Senators and Representatives shall, in 
all cases, except of treason, felony, or breach of the 
peace, be privileged from arrest during the session 
ftfiflfcged of the legislature, and in going to and returning 
,^* r*'* ^^^^ *^® same, allowing one day for every twenty 
**]^ '•*■ miles su6h member may reside from the place at 
**'^'^' which the legislature is convened. 
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Sec. 20. Each house may punish, by imprison- 
ment 4nring the session, aiiy person, not a menijjer, 
for disrespectful or disorderly behavior in its pr€»- ," • ' " 
ence, or for obstructing any of its proceec&ig^t \:'\ 
Provided, such imprisonment shall not, at any One' . ..,,: 
time, exceed forty-eight hours.' . 

Sec. 21 . The doors of each house shall be open; ; 
except on such occasions of great emergency as, \n 
the opinion of the house, may require sedifecy. 

Sec. 22. Neither house shall,. without the con- 
sent of the other, ac^journ for more than three days, 
nor to any other place than that in which theyntay. ' s: . . r 
be sitting. " 

Sec. 23. Bills may originate in either house^ and •; 
be amended, altered or rejected by the other, but ho 
bill shall have the force of a law until, on three sev- 
eral days, it be read in each 

sion be allowed thereon, u ' \ 

house in which the bill fehall - ^^'* - •; 

it expedient to dispense witt • ;^".* 

bill, having passed both hou 
the speaker and president of 

Sec. 24. All bills for rais 

nato in'the House of Repreg,^. ^^, ^^ — , 

ate may amend or reject them, as other bills. * 

Sec. 25. Each member of tho'-legislature Bhaft:. " o if -. •< 
receive, from the public treasury, a pompensatioufor whjibk- ; 
his Services, which may be increased or diminished ^^^5 
by law, but no increase of compensation; shall take i^^j^^ 
effect during the session at whicn such increase shall ; 
have been made. ' ' . ' . ' 

Sec. 26. No senator Or representative sh^l/ ' 
during the term for which he shall have been electa, . 
nor for one year thereafter, be appointei 
civil office of profit under tiie • State, :wh Membere 

have been created, or the emoluments of wl ^^ •W- 

have been increased during such term, ex( ^*^ ^ 

offices as may be filled by elections by the 
and no member of either house of the le_ 
shall, after the commencement of the first session of 
the legislature after his election, and during the 
remainder of the term for which he is elected, be 
eli^ble to any office or place, the appointment to 
which mav be made, in whole or in part, My eitjier 
teawh of the legialatore.. * •';;'.)((»:/(. 
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Sec. 27. No judge of any court of law or equity, 
Officers secretary of state, attorney-general, clerk of any 
not eligi- court of record, sheriflF or coUector, or any person 
bte to leg- holding a lucrative office under the laws of the 
islatuie. Confederate States of America, or of this State, 
shall be eligible to the legislature: Provided. 
That officers in the militia, to which there is 
attached no annual salary, and the office of the jus- 
tice of the peace, shall not be deemed lucrative. 
Sec. 28. No person who has heretofore, or here- 
Defaultera ^^^^» h^en a collector or holder of public moneys, 
shall have a seat in either house of the legislature 
Lave accounted for, and paid 
urns for which he may be 



First el( 
tioOfWb 
holden. 



Seat 



election for senators and 
e general throughout the 
on the first Monday, and 
nber, 1833 ; and thereafter 
elections for senators to fill 
je term of service may have 

ad all future sessions of the 
in the town of Jackson, in 
til the year 1850. During 
3r, the l^slature shall have 
law, the permanent seat of 
however, That unless such 
e by law, the seat of govern- 

^ ^ 3rmanently at the town of 

Japkson. The first session shall commence on the 
third Monday in Jfovember, in the year 1833; and 
in. every two years thereafter, at such time as may 
be prescribed, by law. 

r . Sec. 31. The governor, secretary of state, treas- 
urer, auditor of public accounts and attorney-gpneral 
shall reside at the seat of government. 

ARTICLE IV. 



JUDICIAL DBPABXMDNT. ^ 

^BO. I.^ The judicial power of the State shall 
Judidil^ vested in one high court of errors and appeals, 
power. <^d such other courts of law and equity as ore 
hereafter provided for in this constitation. 
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Sbo. 2. The high court of errors and appeals 
Bhall consist of three judges, any two of whom shall High ot'rt 
form a quorum. The legislature shall divide the of errors 
State into three districts, and the qualified electors »^d »p- 
of each district shall elect one of said judges for^®^* 
the term of six years. 

Sec. 3. The office of one of said judges^shall^-^^*^® 
be vacated in two years, and one in four years, ^^^^j^^ 
and one in six years — ^so that, at the expiration of of office, 
every two years, one of said judges shall be elected, '^ ^ ' 
as aforesaid. ; : r ? v • -. 

Sec. 4. The high court of errors and ^ppcalsjjj^^jg^^ 
shall have no jurisdiction but such as j)roperly be-tion. 
longs to a court of errors and appeals. . 

Sec. 6. All vacancies that may occur in said 
court, from death, resignation, or removal^ shall be y^igj^^jj^ 
illed by election as aforesaid : Provided, hdtffever, 
That if the unexpired term do not exceed one year, ^ 

the vacancy shall be filled by executive appoint- 
ment. 

Sec. 6. No person shall be eligible to the office 
of judge of the high com*t of errors and appeals,Where 
who shall not have attained, at the time of his elec- hxAdetL 
tion, the age of thirty years. 

Sec. 7. The high court of errors and appeals 
shall be held twice in each year, at such place asFiistelec- 
the legislature shall ^irect, until the year eighteen tkm. ■ 
hundred and thirty-six, and afterwards at the seat 
of government of the State. 

sic. 8. The secretary of state, on receiving all 
the official returns^ of the first election, shall pro- 
ceed forthwith, in''the presence and witii the assis- m ^ 
tance of two justices of the peace, to determine/ b yj,^^^ / 
lot, among the three candidates having the highest 
number of votes, which of said judges 'shall S^e 
for the term of two years, which shjfll serve for the 
term of four years, and which shall seirv^'for the 
term of six years ; and, having so deteftMned the 
same, it shaU be the duty of me Governor to issue 
commissions accordingly. 

Sec. 9. No jud^e shaU sit on the trial of aay w b e a 
c^use when the parties or dth6r of th^ ^ shall tiejiidsi di»- 
connected with him by iaffinity or ccmsaaguinity ; or ^3mtd^ 
when he may be interested in the eame, ^^G&j^\>f 
pona^ntof thejudg^a^dc^thep^Mief i aKdlrlMi^' 
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, mi^t.B. quorum of said court areaituated a6 aforesaid, 
: y the Ck^mor of the State shall in such case es- 
pe^Uf coJouniseipn two or more vam. of law knowl- 
edge, for the determination tlieteof. 

Seo. 10. The judges of said court shall receive 
for their services a compensation to be fixed by law, 
8***^ whirfi shall not be diminished during their contin- 
uance in office. 
, Sbc. 11. The judges of the circuit court shall 
Judges of be -elected by the qualified electors of each judicial 
circa it district, and hold their offices for the term of four 
^'^""^V years, and reside in their respective diskicts. 
/'--', Sec, 12. -No person shall be eligible to the of- 
fice of judge of the circuit court, who shall not at 
QuAlifica- the time of his election, have attained the age of 
^^' . : tw»Jrfy-six years. 

SbC 13. The State shall be divided into conve- 

/ Oircuitfl. jjjjgjj^ ^jgtricts, and each district shall Contain not 

. le«w than three nor more than twelve counties. 

Sec. 14. The circuit courts shall have original 

Jnxifldip- jlirisdiction ifci all matters, civil and criminal, with- 

. . tion» ^c, in ^s State ; but in civil cases only when the princi- 

j pal df the stun in cpptroversy exceeds fifty dollars. 

Sec. 15. A circuit court shall be held in each 

county of this State, at least twice hx each year ; 

and the judges of said court shall interchange cir- 

ChftDtfeiy cults with, each other, in such manner as may bepre- 

coorts. scribed by law, and shall receive for their services 

a compensation to be fixed by law, which shall not 

. be diminished during their continuance in office. 

Sec. ,16. A separate superior court of chancery 

shall be #stablish«i, with full Jurisdiction in all mat- 

■TTTiWhr ^^^ ^ equity : Provided, however, The legislature 

tim. magr give to> jthe circuit courts of each county equity 

jun$^tion in all caoes where the value of the thing 

or the. aBEKrtxnt in controversy does not exceed five 

J .hi»i6dre4 dollars ; also, in all cases of divorce, and 

- ' fdr the foreclosure of fliortgp^es. The chancellor 

. sb^ be elected by the qualified electors of the 

whole State, for the term of si$ years, agad §hall be 

r- J 'V .ii't^ feist thirtryeftts oli at the tim^ of bis election. 

"> .^ - ' •; ■-; I Sfic. 17. '.The stvle of all process sk^U be "The 

"f. Stat^of Miosesippi," a^i^ a^l prosecutions shall be 

Stylo ofoaj^T^ (^ in, the name and- by the authori^ of 

^^^^^'^^ ** 3%:. State of Sijpgijjsi^pi," and ^hall couclude, 

"against the peace and dignity of the same." 

**.. ^ .. Digitized by VjOOQ IC 
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Sdc. 18. A court of probates shall be* estab- 
Ifehbd in each county of the State, with jurisdiction P ro bate 
in aJl matters testamentary, and of administration ^^^ 
in orphans' business, and the allotment of dower, 
iu'cases of idiocy and lunacy, and :of persons non 
compos mentis. The' judge of said court diall be Juricdio- 
elected by the qualified electors of the respective ^i^"- 
counties, for the term of two years. 

Sec. 19. The derk of the high court of errors 
and a]q)eais shall be a{qpointed by the said cotDrt, for Clerks, 
liie term of four years ; and the clerks of the wro- 
bate and other inferior courts, shall be electea by 
tiie qualified electors of the respective comities, and 
shall hold their offices for the term of two years. 

Sec. 20. The qualified electors of each county 
shaJl elect five persons, for the term of two years, 
who shall constitute a board of police for'(*ch^^ ^^ 
county, a majority of whom may transact business; ^^*"** 
which body shall have full jurisdiction ovor roadsj ■ 
Hghways^ ferricj^ and bridges, and all other matta* 
of county police ; and shall order all county elec- 
tions, to fill the vacancies that may occur in the of- 
'••ficeE. of their respective counties. The clerk of 
the court of probate shall be the derk of the lK)ard 
<!»f police. 

Sec. 21. No perc^on shall be eligible as a mem- 
ber qf said board, who shall 'not have resided <^^® Amjifi-n. 
y&ect in the county ; but this qualification shall not Jj^,^ 
extend to such new counties as may hweafter be 
established, until one year after their organization; 
and all vacancies tiat may occur, in said l^oard..^^^^ 
shall be suTOlied by election as aforesaid to fill the '^•*®**^ 
' unexpired term. ^ ; 

Sec. 22. The judges of all the courts of this ' ■'.. ; 
State, and also the members of the board of the^J^^^^jJ^ 
county police, shall in virtue of their offices;.b0con-r^^ 
servators of the peace, and shall be, by law, vested P^^' 
with ample powers in this respect. 

Sec. 23. A competent number of justices- of the 
peace dnd <»j3tstabter ahdl be ctoscn in each county ^<^ J* » *•- 
by the Qualified electors thereof, by districts, who 
shall hold thehr offices for the term of two years ; ^ . ^ 
the jurisdiction of justices of the peace shall be Km-^yl^jJ^ 
ited to causes ifi which theprtocipalof the amount ^^j^* 
in controversy shall not exceed fifty dollars ; in all ' 
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causes tried by justices of tiie peace, the right of 
appeal shall be secured, under such rules and regu- 
lations as shall be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 24. The legislature may, from time to time 
establish such other inferior courts as may be detoi- 
infenor. ^ necessary, and abolish the same whenever they 
^ deem it expedient. 

Sec. 25. There shall be an Attorney-General 

Attorney, elected by the qualified electors of the State, and a 

GenenL competent number of district attorneys shall be 

elected by the qualified yoters of their respective 

districts ; whose compensation and term of service 

shall be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 26. The l^slature shall provide, by law. 

Contested for determining contested elections of judges of the 

electioDs. high court of errors and appeals, of the circuit and 

. probate courts, and other officers. 

Sec. 27. The judges of the sev^al courts of 
J u d g es, ^^ State, for wilM neglect of duty or other reason- 
how re- able cause, shall be removed by the governor, on the 
mored. address of two-thirds of both houses of the legisla- 
ture ; the address to be by joint vote of both houses. 
The cause or causes fi)r which such removal shall 
be required, shall be stated at length in such ad- 
dress, and on the journals of each house. The judge 
so intended to be removed, shall be notified and 
admitted to a hearing in his own defense, before 
the vote for suclt address shall pass ; the vote on 
such address shall be taken by the yeas and nays, 
and entered on the journals of each house. 
Sec. 28. Judges of probate, clerks, sheriffs, and 
P?tod*' other county officers, for the wilful neglect of duty, 

• or misdemeanor in office, shall be liable to pre8en^ 
ment or indictment by a grand jury, and tnal by a 

* petit jury ; and, upon conviction, shall be removed 
from office. 

ARTICLE V. 

' • ^ :' BXBCurrvc pepabtmbnt. ^ . 

., • Sec. 1. The chief executive power of Hiis State 
' 6wto»r, fihall be vested in a Governor, who shall hold 
-tjMrt 6f jjig Qg^^ f^p 4^^ y^^g g^i^ ^^ time of his in^ 

J*^ -StoUatioxi. / 
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Sec. 2. The Governor shall be elected by the 
qualified electors of the State. The returns of every Hetr elec 
election for governor shall be sealed up and trans- tad. 
nritted to the seat of government, directed to the 
Secretary of State, vmo shall deliver them to the 
speaker of the House of Bepresentatives at the 
next ensuing session of the legislature, during the 
first week of which session the said speaker shall 
open and publish them in the presence of both 
houses of the le^slature. The person having the 
highest number of votes shall be Governor ; but if 
two or more shall be equal, and highest in votes, 
then one of them shall be chosen Governor by the ContMied 
joint ballot of both houses of the legislature. Con- o 1 o e tbn 
tested election for Governor shall be determined for 0^* 
by both houses of the legislature in such manner as •"*^' 
prescribed by law. 

Sec. 3. The Governor shall be at least thirty 
years of age, shall have been a citizen of some 
one of the States composing the Confederate States 
of America, for twenty years, and shall have )*e8i-Q|||||f0g^ 
ded in this State at least five years next preced- tiona. ' 
i^g the day of his election, and shall not be capa- 
ble of holding the office more than four years in 
any term of six years. 

Sec. 4. He shall at all times receive for his ser- q^ 
vices a compensation, which shall not be increased ^ij^^ 
or diminished during the term for which he shall be 
elected. Otm^mk* 

Sec. 5. He shall be commander-in-chief of theder^in-., 
army and navy of this State, and of the militia, Chiefl 
except when they shall be called into the service 
of the Confederate States of America. 

;Sec. 6. He may require information, in writing, 
from the officers in the executive department, on 
any subject relating to the duties of their respec- 
tive offices. 

Sec.'. 7. He may, in cases of emergehcy, convene Omm^ > 
the Legislature at the seat of government, or at atp caii-.. 
different place, if that shall have becoine,since their res* iu»d» t 
last adjournment, dangerous froman enemy or from»djon« i 
disease ; and in case of disa^eement between flio^ **^ 
two houses with respect to the time of a(fl^oummen1^ wnrt. 
acyoum them to such thne as he shall thuik proper, 
not beyond the day of tiie n»t stated meeting of 
the Le^gislatare. 
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Diit5;^j(Xiegjslatoe iafovim^on of the state of taegovern- 

Qovemo)^ naent, and recoI^meild to their consideratioii aucb 

measures as he may deem n^cesgary and expedienL 

Sec, 9- He shall ^ take carQ that ,thQ laws be 

faithfully e;xeci;ited. . \g r , * 

,Sbc. 1Q, Ju. all criminal . apd pe^al cases, except 
in- those of treason ajid impeachment, he shall have • 
powejp to ^rant reprieves and pardons, and remit 
Bower of g^^^ '^^j^^ jj^ copses of forfeiture, to stay the coUec- 
uovernor. i^j^ ^^^il the end of, the next session of the Legis- - 
lature,,.ajQ^ to, rei»it forfeitures by and with the ad- 
yi(?e.ajid Qpns^nt qf the Senate; In cases of treason, 
|; \, .'rhe sWl* Jiaveippwer to grant.reprieves by and with : 
.V.-^', ,' \j.&e ^dvic^ m^i consent of t|ie Senate, but may re- 
.!>' spite the seiitepc^.imtil the end of the next session 
of the Legislature. \ 

Gomnus- 3®^^ 1^- ^^^ commissior^s^.^all be inthenajue 
sions. and by the, authority of the State of Mississippi, be 
sealed with tlie grpat^seal, and signed by the Gov- , 
, . ernpr, and be attested by the Secretary of States 
Seal of !S^^' If' The^e^ishfalJ be a seal of this State,-, 
the State, wlxich shall be ;kept by the Oovernor, and i^ed by i 
him ofl&ciaUy^ and shall be called the .Great $«i?^ of; 
the State of Mississippi. . . ' ^ 

SKa 13. All vacajicies ^nbt provided for in this 
^ ' " r Oonstitntion, shall be fillj^jl in such manner as tbQ , 
^ liegislature may prescribe. . . < -^ 

_^^ ^ . Sec. 14. The Secretary of State shall be elected 

^•^^S^by the qiiaUfied el^ptors of the St^te, and shall coii- 
^ ^^TJ^Wue in office d^ing the term oi twoyears.. l^'shall . 
keep W fiir regi^t^rof all the oflici^ acts and pri^ 
ceedings of the Goyernor, and shall, when, rjpquit^d^ 
lay the 3ame, apd all papers, minutes, and voucheps 
relative thereto, beforei the Legislature, ^m4 shall * 
perform other d^e3a3m^.y do requiredof him by law^ . . 
Sec. 15. Every bill which shall haye piii^i^ ^ 
^^ botii.hofl;^.9fAeLei^a4OT©,8haUbep(^^ to 
^^JJ""* the XJoramop ; if he approve, ' h^ shall ^gbrii, but: 
*^J?*^^^,if.not,j he shall retura it^ :with his qbjjections, to the . 
Ijiljgp 1 bh(mo [in which it shaiihay€^f>;i%ijw»]^ whicli [shall 
•ei^oi offenfefrthe objections. ;Mi.%gi^UM^ 

-jifai^ 'proceed to xieconsider.it; j^^ aifter such recon- 
sidetiB^tion, two-tiijrds'Qf . the hpwe. shaU agr^ to 
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the other house, by which it shall likewise be recon- 
sidered : if approved by two-thirds of that house, it 
shall become a law ; btit in such case, the vote of 
bolii houses shall' be determined by yeas and nays, 
and the names of the members voting for and 
against the bill shall be entered on the journal of 
each house respectively : if any biU shall not be 
returned by the Governor within six days (Sundays 
excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, 
the same shall become a law in like manner as if he 
had signed it, unless the Legislature, by their 
adjournment, prevent its return ; in which case it 
shall not become a law. 

Sec. 16. Every order, resolution or vote to 
which the concurrence of both houses mdy be neces- 
sary, except resolutions for the purpose of obtain- -" 
ing the joint action of both houses, and on questions 
of adjournment, shall be presented to the Governor, 
adB, before it shall take effect, be approved by him, 
or, being disapproved, shall bd re-passed by both 
houses, according to the rules and limitations pre- 
scribed in the case of a bill. 

Sec. 17. Whenever the office of Governor shall ^ 
become vacant, by death, resignation, removal from 
oSie^ or otherwise, the president of the Senate ^^--^ - 
shall exercise the office of Governor until ano^er Q^JJni^ 
Governor shall be duly" qualified; and in case ofy^ cant 
tiie deatii, ii-esignation, removal from office, or other &c 
disqualification of the president of the Senate, so 
exercising the office of Governor, the speaker of the 
House of Representatives shall exercise the office 
until the president of the Senate shall have been 
chosen ; and when the officeof Governor, president 
of the Senate, and speaks of the House, shall be- 
come vacant in the recess of the Senate, the person „ ,. . 
acting as Secretary of State for the time being, ^"J^jJJ 
shall, by proclamation, convene the Senate, that a*^ ^^ 
president may be chosen to exercise the office of 
Governor. 

Sec. 18. When either the president or speaker . 
of the House of Representatives shall so exercise 
said office, he shall receive the compensation of ^e 
Gk)Vemor only ; and his duties as president or 
speaker shaUfbe suspended, and the Senate or House 
of Representatives, as the case may be« shall fill the 
TacanoT util his duties as Governor shall cease. 
0—18 
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Sep. 19. A sheriff and one or more coroners, a 

treasurer, surveyor and ranger, shall be elected in 

each county, by the qualified electors thereof ; who 

shall hold their oflSces for two years, unless sooner 

removed j except that the coroner shall hold his 

oflSce until his successor be duly qualified. 

Sec. 20. A State Treasurer and Auditor of 

Treasurer Public Accounts shall be elected by the qualified 

and Audi- electors of the State, who shall hold their offices 

^^' for the term of two years, unless sooner removed. 

MILITIA. 

Section. 1. The Legislature shall provide, by 
Militia. ^^^» ^^^ organizing and disciplining the militia of 
this State, in such manner as they may deem expe- 
dient, not incompatible with the Constitution and 
the laws of the Confederate States of America in 
relation thereto. 

Sec. 2. Commissioned* officers of the militia 
Militia of- (staff officers and the offices of volunteer compa- 
ficers. nies excepted.) shall be elected by the persons liable 
to perfoM military duty, and the qualified ekotors 
;^ ' ' within their respective commands, and sball be com- 
• ', ' ; . missioned by the Governor. 
Powers of Sec. 3. The Governor shall have power to call 
Governor forth the militia to execute the laws of the State, to 
^SL' s^PP^^s insurrection, and to repel invasion. 

ARTICLE VI. 

impeachments. ♦ 

V' Section 1. The House of Representatives diall 

' ' have the Sole power of impeaching. 

Sec. 2. All impeachments shaU be tried by the 

I m peach- Senate : when sitting for that purpose, the senators 

ment. ghall be on oath or affirmation : no person diall be 

convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of 

the members present. 

Sec* 3. The Governor and all civil officers shall 
be liable to impeachment for any misdemeanor in 
Extent of ^®^® 5 but judgment in such cases shall not extend 
etc. ' further thau to removal from office, and disqualifi- 
cation to hold any office of honor, trosti or profit , 
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under the State ; but the party convicted shall 
nevertheless, be subject to indictment, trial and 
punishment, according to law, as in other cases. 

ARTICLE Vn. 

GE^RAL PROVISIONS. 

Section !, Members of the Legislature, attor- 
neys and counsellors at law, and all officers, execu- Oathofof- 
tive and judicial, before they enter upon the duties fioe. 
of their respective offices, shall take the following 
oath or affirmation, to-wit: "I do solemnly swear, (or 
affirm, as the case may be,) that I will support the 
Constitution of the Confederate States of Ameri- 
ca, aid the Constitution of the State of Mississippi, , • 
so long as I coi tinue a citizen thereof, and that I 
will faithfully discharge, to the best of my abilities 

tlie duties of the office of , according to law 

—So help me, God." 

Sec. 2. The legislature shall pass such laws to 
prevent the evil practice of dueling, as they may 
deeia necessary ; and may require all officers before J^ueling. 
they enter upon the duties of their respective of- 
fices, to take the iollowing oath or affirmation : ** I 
do solemnly swear, (or affirm, as the case may be,) 
that I have not been engaged in a duel, by sending 
or accepting a challenge to fight a duel, or by fight- 
ing a duel, sincfe the first day of January, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
thirtj-three, nor will I be so engaged during my 
continuance in office — So help me, God." 

Sec. 3. Treason against the State shall consist 
only in levying war against it, or in adhering to its Treason, 
enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person ' . 

shall be convicted of treason, unless on the testi- 
mony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or his 
own confession, in open court. 

Sec. 4. Every person shall be disqualified from 
holding an office or place of honor or profit under Bribery at 
the authority of this State, who shall be convicted ^^^^^tions. 
of having given or pfiered any bribe to secure his 
election. Laws shall be made to exclude from of- ^JJJuH e d 
fioe or 8uflfr9pfe tb<>^6 ^hh ^b^ll Tip-en^^p'' V?^ c"n-r. v ,<♦^v», 
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crimes or misdemeanors. The privilege of the free 
Suffrage, suffrage shall be supported by laws regulating elec- 
tions, and prohibiting, under adequate penalties, all 
undue influences therein, from power, bribery, tu- 
mult, or other improper conduct. 
Sec. 5. No person who denies the being of a 
Atheist ^^^' ^^ ^ future state of rewards and punishments, 
shall hold any office in the civil department of this 
State. 
When Sec. 6. No laws of a general nature, unless 
laws g otherwise provided for, shall be enforced until sixty 
into effect days after the passage thereof. 

Sec. 7. No money shall be drawn from the 

Money treasury, but in consequence of an appropriation 

fro' *teei^ ^^^^ ^y ^^^ 5 ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^y appropriation of mdney 

SUIT. ^^^ ^^ support of an army be made for a longer 

term than one year. 

Sec. 8, No money from the treasury shall be 
appropriated to objects of internal improvement, 
unless the bill for that purpose be passed by two- 
thirds of both branches of the Legislature ; and a 
regular statement and account of the receipts ^pd^- 
expenditia^s of public moneys shall be poblished 

annually. 

Sec. 9. No law shall ever be passed to raise a 

loan of money upon the credit of the State, or to 

State lowipig^gQ the faith of the State for the redemption of 

any loan or debt, unless such law be proposed iii the 

Senate or House of Representatives, and be a^eed 

to by a majority of the members of each house, ai^d 

entered on the journals, with the yeas ajftdjQJpqrp 

tajcen thereon, and be referred to the next 8nc(5ee4- 

ing Legislatui^, and published for three mantha p^^- 

vipus to the next regular election, in three newepa- 

perp of this State ; and unless a mcgority of ea<5li, 

branch of the Legislature so dected, ^ter sueh 

publication, shall agree to and pass suchala^r; 

^e jeas and nays stiall be tak^ 

e journals of each l^ouse ; JPf d- - 

in this .flection shall MBOOon-- 

t the Legislature from negotiate 

tf on^ and a half millions of dol- 

e same in stock reserved to the 

r of the Pinters' Bank of the 
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And provided further, That the Legislature may 
raise a loan of mon^y and pledge the faith of the 
State for the payment thereof, when required to 
suppress insurrections, repel invasions, or provide 
for the defense of the State. 

Sec. 10. The Legislature shall direct, by law,^ "ai'nst 
in what manner, and in what courts, suits may be afe**^state. 
brought against the State. 

Sec. 11. Absence on business of this State or 
of the Confederate States of America, or on a visit, Citiz^ship. 
or necessary private business, shall not cause a for- 
feiture of citizenship or residence once obtained. 

Sec. 12. It shall be the duty of the Legislature Deduction 
to regulate, by law, the cases in which deductions ^J;om sala- 
shall be made from salaries of public officers for ''^®^' 
neglect of duty in their official capacity, and the 
amount of such deduction. 

Sbc. 13. No member of Congress nor any ^^ 

person holding any office of profit or trust under gj^^li^ 
the Confederate States, (the office of postmaster from of- 
excepted,) or any other State of the Confederacy, ike. 
^ff. under anv foreign power, shall hold or exercise 
any office oi trust or profit under thia State, 

Sec. 14. -Beligion, morality and knowledge be- S c h o ols 
ing necessary to good government, the preservation »^4 ®^^" 
of liberty and the happiness of mankind, schools and °*^*^°- 
the moans of Bducation shall forever be encoul-- 
aged in this State. 

Sbc. 15* Divorces from the bonds of matrimo- j.. 
ny shall not be graaited but in ca«es provided for ^^^'^^®®- 
by law, by suit in chancery. 

Sisc. 1*. Returns of all elections by the people Elect i o n 
shall be made to the Secretary of State, in such returus. 
mamier as may be prescribed bv law. 

Sbc. 17v No new county Bnall be established 
by: the legislature, which shall reduce the cotaxtr or Countie s , 
counties, or either of them^ from whi^ it may be^«w. 
tdcm, to loss, contents than five hmidred and sizt^-' 
six square miles ; nor shall any new county be laid 
off of less contents. 

.Smc. 18. The legislature shall have power to 
adSait to all the rights and piivil^es of free white . 
citizens of Ms State all 6uch persons of the Choo- ^^^^^^ 
taw and Chickasaw tribes of Indians as shaU 
choose to remain in this State, upon such terms as 
C— 15 
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COMtlTUTION OF MISSISSIPPI. 

the Legislature may from time to time deem 
proper. 

SLAVES. 

Emanci- 

h***^^ ftd^ Section 1. The Legislature shall have no pow- 
how^made ^^ ^^ ^^^^ j^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ emancipation of slaves with- 
out the consent of their owners, unless where the 
slave shall have rendered to the State some distin- 
guished service, in which case the owner shall be 
paid a full equivalent for the slave so emancipated. 
They shall have no power to prevent emigrants to 
this State from bringing with them such persons as 
are deemed slaves by the laws of any one of the 
United States, so long as any person of the same 
age or description shall be continued in slavery by 
the laws of this State ; Provided, that such person 
or slave be the hona fide property of such emi- 
S i a y ©8 grants ; and provided, also, that laws may be passed 
of ^imesT ^ prohibit the introduction into this State of slaves 
wlio may have committed high crimes in other 
States. They shall have power to pass laws to 
peiunit the owners of slaves to emancipate thmu- 
saving the rights of creditors, and prevention fhem 
from becoming a puUic charge. . Th^ ^all have 
full power to oblige the owners' of slaves to treat 
them with humanity, to provide for them neceoiary 
clothing and provisions, to abstain from all iiyuries 
to them extending to/ life or limb, and in case of 
Treatme't their n^lect or refusal to comply with the direo 
of slaves, tions of such laws, to have such slave or slaves sold 
for the benefit of the owner or owners. 

Sec. 2. The introduction of slaves into this 
State as merchandize, or for sale, shall be iffohib- 

^"^^' hundred and fifty^thrce ; Providedy that the actual 
settlar or settlers shall not be prohibited from pur- . 
chasing slaves in any other State in this Unioar 
aad .brinciog them into this State for their ovn 
individual use, until tie year eighteen hundred and 
forty'five. 
Frosecu. Sbo. 3. In the prosecution of slaves for. crimes 
tion of of which the punishment is not capital, no inquest ' 
N»vfift by a grand jury shall be necessary ; hut the pro- 
poQdinga in wosk cases 3baU l)0 i^^lated by law. 
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MODE OP REVISING THE CONSTITUTION. 

Whenever two-thirds of each branch of the legis- 
lature shall deem any change, alteration or amend- 
ment necessary to this constitution, such proposed ^ " 
change, alteration or amendment shall be read and ^^"^^ow 
passed by a majority of two-thirds of each house revised, 
respectively on each day for three several days ; 
public notice thereof shall then be given by the 
Secretary of State, at least six months preceding 
the next general election, at which the qualified 
electors shall vote directly for or against such 
change, alteration or amendment ; and if it shall 
appear that a majoritv of the qualified electors 
Voting for members of the legislature shall have 
voted for the proposed change, alteration or amend- 
ment, then it shall be inserted, by the next succeed- 
ing legislature, as a part of this constitution, and 
not otherwise. 

SCHEDULE. 

Section 1 . All rights vested, and all liabilities r j « ti t s 
incurred,^ shall remain the same as if this constitu-yestedL 
tion had not beea* alflopted* 

Sec. 2. All suits at law or in equity, now pend- 
ing in the several courts of this State, may be 
transferred to such courts as may have proper ju- 
risdiction thereof. 

Sec. 3. The Gk)vemor, and all oflBcers, civil 
and military, now holding commissions under the 
authority of this State, shall continue to hold and^®'^* 
exercise their respective ofl&ces until they shall be*^ 
superseded pursuant to the provisions oi this con- 
stitution, and until their successors be duly quali- 
fied. 

Sec. 4. All laws now in force in the State, not 
repugnant to liiis Constitution, shall continue to 
operate until they shall expire by their own limita- 
tion, or be altered or repealed by the Legislature. 

Sec 5. Inmiediately upon the adoption of this 
constitution, the president of this convention shall 
issue iimrits of electioi^, directed to the sheriflFs of 
the several counties, requiring them to cause an ^ 
election to be held onibe first HondaT ai^dday 
0~X^ ' 
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r-*»SiC'"^- following in December next, for members of the 
'^' - -'- ' Legislature, at the respective places of holding 
elections in said counties ; which elections shall be 
conducted in the manner prescribed by the existing 
election laws of the State ; and the members of the 
g Legislature, thus elected, shall continue in oflBce 
* until the next general election, and shall convene 
at the seat of government on the first Monday in 
January, eighteen hundred and thirty-three ; and 
shall, at their first session, order an election to be 
held in every county of this State, on the first Mon- 
day of May and day following, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-three, for all state and county oflScers 
under this constitution, (members of the Legisla- 
ture excepted ;) and the other oflSccrs then elected 
shall continue in office until the succeeding general 
election, and after, in the same manner as if the 
election had taken place at the time last aforesaid. 
Howlomr ^®^* ^^' Until the first enumeration shall be 
officer^^2,de, as directed by this Constitution, tlie appor- 
fint elect- tionment of senators and representatives among 
edtocon- the several districts and counties in this State, 
tinue in ghall remain as at present fixed by law. 

P. RUTILUS R. PRAY, 
President of the Conveatiorkjmi 
Re^§$essiative from the county tfuancock. 
Attest: 

John H. Malloby,, Secretary. 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 



SLAVES. 






The Legislature shall have, and are hereby vest- 
ed with power to pass such laws regulating or pro- 
hibiting the introduction of slaves into this State, 
as may be deemed proper and expedient. 
. Adopted, February 2d, 1846. , 
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AMENDMENTS . TO THE CONSTITUTION. 
BOARD OP POLICE. 

The qualified electors of each county shall elect 
five persons, by districts, for the term of two years, 
who shall constitute a Board of Police oi each 
county, a majority of whom may transact business ; 
which body shall have full jurisdiction over roads, 
highways, ferries and bridges, and all other matters 
of county policy ; and shall order all county elec- 
tions to nil vacancies that may occur in the offices 
of their respective counties. 

The clerk of the Court of Probate shall be clerk 
of the Boards of County Police. 

Adopted, March 12th, 1852. 

cSancery court. 

Chancery Courts, with full jurisdiction in mat- 
ters of equity, shall be held in each judicial district 
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said Superior Court of Chancery and of said Vice- 
Chancery Courts, and also for the transfer of all 
causes, that may remain undetermined therein, to 
other courts, for final decision. 
^Adopted, February 6th, 1856. 

TENURB: OF PUBLIC OFFICERS. 

AH public officers in this State, Legislative, Ex- 
ecutive and Judicial, whose terms of office expire 
at the general election to be held in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven, or at any 
subsequent general election, shall continue to hold 
their offices until the first Monday of January next 
following the expiration of said terms, and until 
their successors shall be qualified ; Provided, such 
of said officers as are required to give bond for the 
C— 17 
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AHENOKBKTS TO THE COlTSTITnTION. 

discharge of their duties, sSall give bond and secu- 
rity for the said extended term, as may be provided 
by the Legislature ; and the terms of office of all 
officers chosen at the general election in the year 
eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, or at any subse- 
quent general election, shall commence on the first 
Monday of January next, succeeding the election, 
and shall continue for the time now fixed by the 
constitution, and until their successors shall be 
qualified. 
Adopted, February 6th, 1856. 

ELECTIONS. 

All general elections bv the people of this State 
shall be held on the first Monday in October, and 
be concluded in one day j on the*first Monday in 
October, 1857, and biennially thereafter, an election 
shall be held for representatives in Congress, and 
all State officers and members of the Legisla- 
ture, except for officers and senators entitlSi to 
hold over after November, 1857, who shall con- 
tinue in office until their successors are entitled 
to succeed them therein. The Legislature shall 
conv^e on the first Monday of Novej»bcr,- 
1857, and biennially thereafter, but m^ be espe- 
cially convoked W the QoEjwcaor at other times. 
The Governor's official term shall commence on the 
third Monday of November, and that of the Secre- 
tary of State, Auditor of Public Accounts, State 
Treasurer and Attorney General, on the first Mon- 
day of January next after his and their election ; 
but Ihe Attorney General shall hold his office, as 
heretofore, for the term of four years. On the firsf 
Monday of October, 1858, and biennially thereaf- 
ter, an election shall be held for all counly, district, 
judicial and ministerial officers, (except officers wbo 
may then be entitled to hold over after January, 
1859, or until the time of holding another election;) 
and the official term of all such officers then and 
thereafter elected, shall commence on the first Mon- 
day of Jaijuary next after this election ; but all 
such officers elected in 1855, or previously, whose 
official terms, in the absence of this provision. 
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would expire in November, 1857, shall continue 
in office until the first Monday of January, 1859. 
Adopted, February 2d, 1856. 

AMENDMENTS BY THE STATE CONVENTION. 

Be it ordained and declared, and it is hereby or- 
dained and declared, That the Legislature shall 
have power to fix the time of holding all elections, 
and may adjust the terms of office to conform to 
any changes hereafter to be made,. and may fix the 
time for, tibe commencement of its biennial sessions. 

Be it ordained and declared, and it is herebi/ or- 
dained and declared, That if any part of the pres- 
ent Constitution of the State of Mississippi shall 
be in conflict with any ordinance passed by this 
Conpention, such part of the said Constitution 
shalTbe held to be abrogated and annulled to the 
extent of such conflict, but no farther. 

Adopted, January 26th, 1861. 

WILLIAM S. BARRY, 
President o fhe Contention, ,v 
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ORDINANCES 



OP THE 



STATE OF MISSISSIPPI. 



CHAPTER I. 

AN ORDINANCE to adopt and ratify the Cmistitution 
adopted by the Conyention at Montgomery, Alabama. 

Section. 1. Be. it ordained by the fscygk of 
Miatis^ppi in Convention assembled, .6iit^ it is 
hereby (wsdaioed by authority of 4b#«aine, that the 
Constitution adopted by the Convention at Mont- 
gomery, in the State of Alabama, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
one, for the permanent Federal Government of the 
Confederate States of America, be and the same 
is hereby adopted and ratified by the State of Mis- 
sissippi, acting in its sovereim and independent 
character, and the State of Mississippi hereby ac- 
cedes to and becomes a member of the Confeaera- 
cy provided for in said Constitution. 

Adopted, March 29, 1861. 
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CHAPTER II. * 

AN ORDINANCE appointing A. M. Clayton, W. S. Barry, 
J. A. P. Campbell, W. Brooke, W. P. Harris and James 
T. Harrison, representatives or delegates from this State, 
in the Provisional Congress of the Confederate States of 
America. 

Whereas. The Congress contemplated in the res- 
olutions of this Convention, adopted January 
26th, 1861, was not created under the Provision- 
al Constitution of the Confederate States ; And 
WJiereaSj it is desirable to conform the action of 
tliis Convention to the provisions of the said pro- 
visional Constitution ; Therefore, 

Section 1. Be it ordaiTied by the people of the 
State of Mississippi in Convention assembled^ That 
A. M. Clayton. W. S. Barry, J.- A. P. Campbell, 
W. Brooke, W. P. Harris and Jas. T. Harrison, 
be, and they are hereby appointed representatives 
or delegates from this State, in the Provisional Con 
gress of the Confederate States of America. 

Sec. 2. Be it further ordainedy That this Con- 
vention now proceed to the election of another 
d«lijgate or representative from this State to said 
Provisional Congress, and that said ele^iOTC be 
conducte^^'tabli^. 'w" ' 

Sec. 3. Be it further ordained, That we cordially 
approve and endorse the action of our del^ates 
at Montgomery. 

Passed Convmtion, March 30, 1861. 



CHAPTER III. 

AN OBDINAKCE in relatioifto lands in the State of Mis- 
sissippi belonging to Indian Orphans. 

Section 1. Be it eruxcted by the people of Mis- 
sissippi in Convention asserrmedj That all lands 
situate in this State, which by treaty stipulations. 
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or otherwise, belongs to Ipdians, especially those 
lands reserved to the Orphans of the Chickasaw *k 
or Choctaw tribes of Indians, shall be sold by 
the rieister and receiver of the Land office, at the 
city of Jackson, on the same terms, and in the same 
manner they were sold prior to the Ordinance of 
Secession, passed by the Convention of this State, 
on January the 9th, 1861. 

Sec. 2. Be it further ordained^ That the pro- 
ceeds of snch sales shall be paid by the receiver of 
the land office into the State Treasury, and it shall 
be the duty of the treasurer of the State to keep 
an accurate account of the amounts so received, and 
not appropriate or pay the same upon any demand 
against the State, but safely keep the same until 
legislation is had upon the subject by the legisla- 
ture of the State of Mississippi, or the Congress 
of the Confederate States. 

• Sec. 3. Be it further ordained, That the Con- 
vention of 'the State of Mississippi desire that the 
Coujpress of the Confederate States shall control 
the mnds arising from the sales aforesaid, in trust 
for said Indians, and make such settlement with 
them in relation thereto, and the government of 
the United States of America, as shall be equitar- 
We and proper. 

Passed. Convention, March 29th. 1861. 



CHAPTER IV. 

AN OBDINANCE to define the power of the Legislature 
of this State, in relation to the Ordinances and Eesolu- 
iions adopted hj this Convention. 
Section 1. Be it ordained by the people of the 
State of Mississippi in Convention assembled, That 
all the Ordinances and Resolutions adopted by the 
people of this State, assembled in this Convention, 
shall be subject to repeal or modification, by tiie 
l^slature of this State in the same manner as if 
they had been passed by that body, except the fol- 
lowing, to-'frit : "An ordinance entitled an ordi- 
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, nance to dissolve the union "between the State of 
Mississippi, and the other States united with her 
under a compact entitled, "the Constitution of the 
United States of America," adopted, on the 9th 
day of January, A. D. 1861," and "an Ordinance 
entitled, an Ordinance to adopt and ratify the Con- 
stitution, adopted at Montgomery, Alabama, A. D. 
1861, adopted on the 29th day of March, A.D. 1861," 
and an ordinance entitled "an Ordinance to amend 
the Constitution of the State of Mississippi in 
certain particulars, adopted on the 26th day of 
January, A. D. 1861," and also an ordinance en- 
titled "an Ordinance to amend the Constitution of 

^the State of Mississippi in several particulars," 
adopted on the 30th day of March, A. D. 1861, 
and so much of an ordinance adopted on the 26th 
day of January. A. D. 1861, entitled an ordinance 
to raise means- for the » defense of the State, as is 
therein declared to be irrepealable. 
Adopted March 30, 1861. 



CHAPTER Y. 

AN . ORDINANCE for the relief of certain Counties of this 
State. 

Whereas, It has been brought to the knowledge 

of this Convention that in consequence of the 

protracted and destructive drouth of the last 

summer, there was almost a total failure of the 

)f the counties of this 

ts of such counties can- 

with necessary supplies 

p shall mature : There- 

le required relief to the 

10 may bo involved in 

tution. 

yy the jieople of Missis- 
Duty fA ^^ ^^' "S^h^i the JBoards of . 

Bqi^^ 5 Pc [ties in this State, refer- 

Police. ^^ ^ i^ ^^ foregoing preamble, shall have full 
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power and authority to employ any funds belJjig- 
ing to such counties that may be in said county 
treastiries respectively, in the purchase and pro- 
curement of corn, or such other necessary articles 
of food as the inhabitants of such counties may 
.require, and if the monies so appropriated, shall 
belong to the school, or other trust fund of the 
county, the Board of Police of such county shall 
make provision for the re-payment of the same into 
the county treasury, within the period of three 
years, by a special tax to be levied by such Board 
of Police for that purpose. 

Sec. 2. Be it further ordained^Ti 
are no funds of the county to be . 

provided, the Board of Police of t9xIa 

quiring supplies of food as aforesa snto 

power and authority to issue coun1 sued, 

such an amount as the exigencies 
tants of such county may render n^ 
warrants shall be made payable t( 
Mississippi, within one year after t 
same, and shall bear interest at the rate of ten per 
cent, per annum from their date ; and upon de- 
positiQ^ such warrant or warrants with the auditor Auditor 
of public accounts of this State, accompa»i«d by a ™*y '^J'*® 
written certificate or dedaration of the Board of ^'*"*°** 
Police issuing the same, and verified by the official 
seal of such Board of Police, that such warrant or 
warrants are issued only for the purpose of pro- 
curing food necessary for the reliei of the inhabi- 
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county for an amount exceeding the sum of three 
'iyg^*^ y thousand dollars ($3000) until after the 15th day 
' of May next; that each county intended to be re- 

lieved by this ordinance, may obtain the benefit of 
its provisions, nor shall the aggregate amount of 
all the warrants issued by the auditor as herein 
provided, exceed the sum of one hundred thousand 
($100,000) dollars. 
Sec. 3. Be it further ordained, That it shall 
Special^® the duty of the Board of Police of each county 
tax how availing itself of the provisions of this ordinance, 
levied. to levy a special tax sufficient to redeem and dis- 
charge the county warrants issued by such Board 
of Police, and deposited with the auditor of public 
accounts, as herein provided; and upon the matu- 
rity of said warrants it shall be the duty of such 
•Board of Police to pay to the auditor the amount 
due thereon, and he shall keep an account of the 
number and description of the county warrants so 
deposited with him and of the monies received by 
him, in redemption thereof, and shall pay over the 
same into the State treasury. 
Adopted March 30, 18G1. 



CHAPTER VI. 

RESOLUTIONS in relation to the Secretary of the Conven- 
tion. 

Besolved, That E. P. Russell, Secretary of the 
Convention, be allowed the sum of fifty dollars for 
services rendered, in revising and correcting the 

on, held in January last, 
r money in the treasury 
I, on the warrant of the 

le be allowed three extra 
t of the Convention to 
led him, and that he be 
fixed by law, to be paid 
for out of any money in the treasury not otherwise 
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appr^riated, on the warrant of the auditor of **/ 
public accounts. 

Adopted March 29, 1861. 



CHAPTER VII. 

A KESOLUTION authorizing the Auditor of Public Ac- 
counts to issue duplicate warrants to W. T. Huggins and 
Thos. M. Blackwell. 

Besolved, by the Convention of Mississippi, That 
^ the auditor of public accounts be authorized to 
issue duplicate warrants to W. T. Huggins, asses- 
sor of the county of Chickasaw, for a sum not to 

exceed two hundred dollars, issued on the 

day of , 1860, and to Thos. M. Black- 
well, clerk of the Circuit Court* of said county, 
for a sum not to exceed two hundred dollars, issued 

on the day of , 1860, upon their 

entering into bond and security to the State of 
-^Jiississippi, respectively, in double the amount' of 
4 said sniDS, the bonds to be approved by thj^«aditor 
to secure th^-Stftte a^aiuat idj- -losses in flie. prem- 
ises. 

Adopted March 30<4860. 



CHAPTER Vm. 

HESOLUTION in relation to the State of Mississippi sub- 
scribing for five hundred copies of the proceedings, debates, 
&o, as published by J. L. rower. 

^ Resdvedy by the people cf the, State of Missis- 
sippi, in Convention (isserrMed, That the State of 
Mississippi hereby subscribes for five hundred 
coinesof the Proceedings, Debates, Ac, of the 
first session of this Convention, as published by 
J. L, Powa:: Provided, That he add tha^eto the 
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prc^ceedings, ordinances, &c. of this session, and 
the debates in full on the ratification of the Per- 
manent Constitution of the Confederate States of 
America : And provided further^ That the cost 
of each volmne shall not exceed one dollar and 
fifty cents; and when the said work is published, 
one copy shall be sent to each member of this Con- 
vention, and the balance to be delivered to tlie 
Secretary of State; fifty copies to be preserved in 
his office,, and the balance to be distributed among 
the several courts of this State; and on the certifi- 
cate of the Secretary of the State that the terms 
of this resolution have been complied with, the 
auditor shall issue his warrant in behalf of the 
said J. L. Power. 
Adopted March 30, 1861. 



CHAPTER IX. 

BESOLUTION authorizing the President of the Conven- 
tion to issue Certificates in &vor of Samuel Benton, H. 
W. Walton, James R. Chalmers, afid Israel Welsh. 

Jtesdvedf by the people of Mississippi in Con- 
imtixyn assenMed, That the President of the Goat " 
vehtioD be and is hereby instructed upon jliie fioa^ 
adjournment' of 4his. wdyto i«&e -ciertificates in 
favor of Hons. H. W. Walter, Samuel Benton, 
James R. Chalmers, and Israel Welsh, for such 
sums respectively as their mileage and per diem 
during the present called session would amount 
to, they being delegates to this Convention whose 
absence is occasioned by their response to the call 
of the State Executive for volunteer troops to be 
placed at the disposal of the government of the 
Confederate Stat^. 

Adopted March 29, 1 861 . 



CHAPTER X. 

RESOLUTIONS m relation to the Mississippi Yolonteera. 
Ist. Resolved, by the people of Mississippi in 
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Convention assemiledj That the prdtnpt response, 
of the gallant Mississippi Volunteers to the call of** 
the President of the Confederate States, deserves < 
the highest commendation of the Convention, 
ajid,^!^ the strongest assurance of attachment of ' 
o*h&^»ble of Mississippi to the common cause. 

2d. Besdved, That the Convention deems it 
proper to convey to the volunteers the assurance 
that Mississippi will promptly attach herself to 
the Confederacy to whose standard her citizen 
soldiers are rallying. 

3rd. Resolved, That the President of this Con- 
vention telegraph these resolutions to the. ofiScers 
ii^command of the volunteers at Mobile, and re- 
quest him to cause them to be read at the heads of 
companies. 

Adopted March 28, 1861. 



CHAPTER XL 

A RESOLUTION in relation to the publication of the 
Journals and Ordinances of the present cession of the 
Convention. 

Resolved, bv the State of Mimssijypi in Conven- 
tion assemoleaylfh9A'^e provisions of an ordinance 
adopted January 26, 1861, for publication of the 
Ordinances and Journals, shall be applied to the 
publication of the Journals and Ordinances of this 
cession. 

Adopted March 30, 1861. 



CHAPTER Xn. 

AN ORDINANCE in reference to the Marine Hospital at 
Vicksburg. ^ 

Sec. 1. Be it ordained by thep^)ple </ Missis- 
sippi in Convention assembled, That the Marine 
Hospital at the City of Vicksburg, be and ih^ same 
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same is hereby tendered to the Government of the 
Confederate States, to be applied to the purpose for 
which it was erected, and that the Governor be au- 
thorized to make, or cause to be made 8u«lj. j^iped of 
transfer and assignment as may be n^beimf/feo 
soon as the Government aforesaid shall signify to 
him its acceptance of said building and premises. 
Adopted March 30, 1861. 



CHAPTER Xm. 

AN ORDINANCE to provide a Coat of Arms and Flag for 
the Stute of Mississippi. 

Sec. 1. Be it ordained by the people of Missis- 
sippi in Convention assembled. That the Governor 
ot this State be authorized and requested to have 
prepared a Coat of Arms and Flag for this State, 
according to the recommendatibns of the report 
of the special committee having charge of those 
matters, made to the late session of this body, ex- 
cept that the design representing the Eagle, the 
nest of eaglets, and serpent be omitted, and he 
shall canfQ said Coat of Arms to be ei^graved as 
the seal of this State^ to be used^ in aH cases when 
said seal is necessary, but this ordinance shal^ not 
render illegal or invalid the use of such seals as 
may be now used by any County or State officer in 
venfying his official act. 

Adopted March 30, 1861. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

BESOLUTION in relation to the Organization of the Per- 
xnanent Gt>vemment under the Constitution of the Con- 
federate States. 

JSeschedj by tlve p&ople of Mississippi in (hnr 
vention assembled^ That it is the sense of this 
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Convention that the Government under the Per- 
manent Constitution of the Confederate States ^ v' ' * ^ 
should be organized and put into operation, at as 
early a period as practicable and consistent with 
the public safety, and that the delegates of this 
State to the Provisional Congress, be requested to 
urge the policy indicated by this resolution upon 
that body. 
Adopted March 30, 1861. 



CHAPTER XV. 

/ 

A RESOLUTION in relation to certain Volunteer Com. 
panies therein named. 

Resdved, by t/ie people of the State of Mis- 
sissippi in Convention assembled, That the oflS- 
cers and privat.e soldiery of the following named 
volunteer companies; Chickasaw Guards, com- 
manded by Capt. Tucker ; Columbus Riflemen, 
commanded by Capt. Baldwin ; Lowndes South- 
rons, commanded by Capt. George Lipscomb;* - 
Pi*airie Guards, commanded by Capt. J. T..'W. 
Hairston; Noxubee Rifles,, commanded by Capt. 
Weir; Quitman Ligjit- Irrfiaitry, commanded by 
Capt. Duck ; Enterprize Guards, commanded by 
Capt. John W. O'Perrell ; Lauderdale Rifles, com- 
manded by Capt. Constantino Rea; and Col. C. 
H. Abert, Lieut. W. B. Wade, Major S. F. But- 
ler, Quarter-Master Wm. H. Brown, and Commis- 
sary Charles P. Moreton, be allowed one month's 
p^ at the rate which is now allowed by law for 
omcers and private soldiers in active service, for 
their services at Pensacola; and that the captains 
of the above mentioned companies are authorized 
to draw the pay for their respective companies, 
and that the auditor of public accounts issue his 
warrants for the same, payable out of the Military 
Fund. 

Adopted March 25, 1861. 
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•^ CHAPTER XVI. 

AK ORDINANCE to authorize the entry and sale of waste 
and unappropriated lands in the State of Mississippi. 

Sec. 1. Be it ordahied by the people of the 
State of Mississippi in Convention assembled^ That 
so much of the ordinance adopted by this Conven- 
tion on fhe twenty-sixth day of January, A. D. 
1861, suspending the sale and entry of waste and 
unappropriated lands in this State, formerly held 
by the united States, be and the same is hereby 
repealed. 

Sec. 2. Be it farilm- ordained, That the Re- 

^. gisters and Receivers of the several Land Offices 

anTlle-^^ this State, be and they are herebjwequired and 

c elvers, authorized to perform all the duties relating to the 

duty of. sale and entry of said lands in the name of the State 

of Mississippi, according to the rules and regulations 

heretofore existing under the laws of the United 

States, so far as the same is applicable: Provided. 

that this ordinance shall be held to oflFer said lands 

for sftle and entry witliout any other offer or pro- 

clamtUion for that purpose; and shall authorise • 

the sale and entry of said lands, according .to the 

laws, rules and regulations. o£ t^e JJmted States in 

force on January 9 th, 1861. 

Sec. 3. Be it further ordained^ That all re- 
turns and reports of the registers and receivers of 
the Land Offices in thiaState, required to be made 
by the laws of the United States in force on the 
Of re- ^^^ ^^y ^^ January, 1861, to any office, bureau, or 
turns, department of "the governments of said United 
States, shall hereafter be made by them to the 
Secretary of State of the State of Mississippi. 

Sec. 4. Be it further ordained, That the ras- 
ters and receivers of said land offices shall imme- 
diately, before they shall be authorized to act un- 
Bondder this ordinance, execute a bond with sufficient 
required, security, in a penalty of $ , to be approved 

by the Governor, payable to the State of Missis- 
sippi, conditioned that they will faithfully dis- 
fcharge all their duties according to law, and pay 
over all monies that may come to their hands, by 
, virtue of their offices, to the treasury of the State 
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of Mississippi, at such times as shall be required; ^ 

by law. 1^' * ^ ' 

Sec. 5. Be it further ordained, That itj^hallNL^.^^. 
be the duty of the receivers of said land offices to Money 
pay over all monies that may come to their hands, when paid 
by virtue of their said offices, to the State Treas- over, 
urer of the State of Mississippi, quartej^y, on the 
first day of January, April, July, and October in 
each year. 

Sec. 6. Be it further ordained, That all live 
oak timber upon the aforesaid lands, be and the j^. q^ 
same are hereby reserved from sale, and all such ^rn\^^ 
timber is hereby donated ^nd appropriated to the 
Government of the Confederate States of Amer- 
ica, for the purpose of ship-building, and said Gov- 
ernment is hereby authorized and empowered to 
enter on any of said lands, and cut and carry oflf 
said timber, either before or after the sale of said 
lands. 

Sec. 7. Be it fwrther ordmned, That this ordi- 
nance shall not ffo into eflFect until the Constitution 



Sec. 9. Be it further ordmmd, That any citi- 
zen pf ibis State to whom any suob land warrants 
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■^ •* have been issued since the 9th day of January, 
— '^ ISffl, may use such warrants in the entry of lands 

as provided for in last section, by making and 
filing affidavit as therein required that he or she 
was at the time of issuing the same a citizen of 
this Statel 

Sec. 10. Be it furtlier ordained^ That in case 
any vacancy shall occur in any of said offices of 
register or receiver, the same shall be filled by 
Of ya- appointment of the Governor, by and with the con- 
candes. gent of the Senate, if the Senate be in session, and 
if not in session, then the said appointment shall 
not extend beyond the expiration of the next suc- 
ceeding session of the Senate, unless confirmed by 
that body. 
Adopted March 28, 1861. 



CHAPTER XVn. 

AN ORDINANOE to revise and amend the law in relation 
to Foreign Insurance Companies. 

Sec. 1. BeM ordaimd by the people of Missis- 
sij^ in Convention assembled, That the law in 
relation to Foreign Insurance Companies as found 
^.. . , ^ . ^ Code of the State of 
jreby continued in force, 
of said law be amended 
til be unlawful for any 
)mpany incorporated by 
►r State, other than one 
of America, to transact 
this State, without first 
i„the auditor of public 
ig first filed in the office 
it under the oath of the 
such Company, setting 
f Incorporation of the 
they may act, and the 
matters required to be specified by the preceding 
article of said law, and the authority therein men- 
tioned, and furnishing evidence to the satisfaction 
of the auditor, that such Company is possessed of 
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at least one hundred and fifty thousand dollars in 
actual capital paid up and invested in stocks of at 
least par value, or in bonds and mortgages of real 
estate, with double the amount for which the same 
is mortgaged or in actual cash; and upon filing of 
the aforesaid statement and instrument with the 
auditor under the oath of the Secretary or Presi- 
dent, and furnishing him with certificates or other 
satisfactory evidence of such investment as afore- 
said, it shall be the duty of said auditor to issue a 
certificate thereof, with authority to agents to 
transact business of Insurance in this State, to be 
governed in all other respects as under the provis- 
ions of the law to which this is an amendment. 

Sec. 2. Be it further ordained^ That the law 
which this ordinance revives and amends, may 
hereafter at any time be altered, changed or abol- 
ished by the Legislature. 

Sec. 3. Be it further ordained^ That this ordi- 
nance and the act to which this is an amendment, 
shall not be so construed as to apply to Life Insur- 
ance Companies. 

Sec 4. Be it further ordained^ That this ordi- 
nance shall take effect and be in force from and 
after its passage. 

Adopted^ March 27, 10*1. 
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CHAPTER XVni. 

AN ORDINANCE to provide for the appointment of electors 
for President and Vice President of the Confederate States 
oi America.' 

Sbctiok 1 . Beit ordained by the people of the 
State of Miesiseippi, in Convention assembUdj That 
whenever an election for President and Vice Pres- 
ident of the Confederate States of America, shall 
be provided for by law, the Governor of tiiis State, 
be, and he is hereby authorized and required to 
issue writs of election for nine electors^ to be cho- 
sen by the que^lified yoters pf this State at the time 
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designated by law, who when elected, shall cast the 
vote of this State for such President and Vice Pres- 
ident of the Confederate States of America. 

Sec. 2. Be it furtlier ordained^ That said elec- 
tion shall be conducted in all things according to 
the laws now in force in regard to elections. 

Passed Convention, March 30th, 1861. 



CHAPTER XIX 

AN ORDINANCE to alter and modify the Ordinance, 
entitled, "An Ordinance concerning the jurisdiction and 
property of the United States of America, in th* State 
of Mississippi." 

The people of MissisB^i in Convention assem- 
bled, do ordain and declare as follows : 

Sec. 1. That so much of the Ordinance of this 
Convention, entitled, an Ordinance concerning the 
jurisdiction and property of the United States of 
America, passed, January 17th, 1861, as vests the 
title to fortifications, light houses, hospitals and 
custom houses in the State of Mississippi, be so far 
altered and modified as to vest the same in the 
Confederate States of America. 
Sec. 2. That the third and fourth sections of said 

idified and 

Congress 

le judicial 

li the Con 
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CHAPTER XX. , 

A^ OBDINAKCE m&kiog certain appropriations therein 
named. 

Section 1. Be it ordained hy the people of the 
State of Mississwpi, m Convention assembled^ That 
tiic Auditor of Public Accounts shall issue his war- 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

AN ORDINANCE supplemental to an Ordinance, enti- 
tled, an Ordinance to raise means for the defense of the 
SUte," adopted the 26th day of January, A. D. 186X. 

The people of the State of Misaissippi in Con- 
vention assembled, do declare and ordain as follows, 
torwit : 

Section 1. That the Auditor of Public Accounts 
shall in settling with the tax collectors of such 
counties whose boards of police shall have caused 
any surplus of money in their respective county 
treasuries to be paid to the proper tax collector in 
or towards the discharge of the tax of fifty per 
centum, levied by said Ordinance, as authorized in 
the last proviso in the first section of said Ordi- 
nance, allow to said tax collectors for the insolven- 
cies which may be allowed in the regular State tax; 
and, also, such commissions for the benefit of the 
counties respectively, as would have been allowed 
to said tax collectors, had they collected the said 
tax of fifty per centum from the people, so that 
such counties shall only paj into the btate Treas- 
ury, on account of the Military fund, the amount 
that they would have respectively paid iiad the 
said Boards of Police not paid the same out of the 
county treasuries. 

Sec. 2. That this Ordinance take effect from 
and after its adoption. 

Passed Convention, March 29th,* 1861. ^ 
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rant on the State Treasury for the following ac- 
counts, to be paid out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated, which shall be in 
full of said accounts, to-wit : To E. Barksdalo, for 
furnishing daily Mississippian and printing, the 
sum of one hundred and thirty-eight dollars, 
($138 00 ;) To C. R. Dickson, post master, for 
] ' sum of seven dollars and ten cents, 
( ► Samuel Pool, for ice, candles, sand, 

] rnished the Convention, the sum of 

1 ioUars, ($28 00 ;) To boy Jeffrey, for 

i ;endance on Convention, the sum of 

1 3, ($12 00 ;) To L. Julienne, for sta- 

i.^^^^j, V JunoL of eighteen dollars and twenty- 



CHAPTER XXn. 

AN OBDINAKCE to authorize the Goyemor of the 
State of Missisfiippi to transfer Volunteers to the eervice 
of the Confederate States. 

Section 1. Be it ordained hy the People of the 
State of JUiesissippi in CmventKm (zssemokd, That 
when the State of jMississippi shall be called on for 
troops by the President of the Confederate States, 
he is hereby authorized to order into the service of 
said Conf^'^or-f^^ ?/> n-»or.v a^ f^2o p^i/i v.^'v*. *^'^r? 
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OBDINAKCBS OF MISSISSIPPI. 

heretofore enlisted, or who may be hereafter enlist- 
ed under "an Ordinance to regulate the Military 
System of the State of Mississippi," adopted, Janu- 
ary 23d, 1861, as may be necessary to answer such 
requisition. Provided, That the period of such 
service shall not exceed the perioa of their orig- 
inal enlistment, and thftt the Governor shall de- 
termine the priority of the right of companies, to 
be ordered into service, by the priority of their 
completeness of organization. 

W. S. BARRY, 
. President of the Convention. 
Passed Convention, March 30th, 1861. 
B. P. Russell, Secretary. 
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